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It is diflSicuIt to speak on Irish affairs^ and im- 
possible to be silent : hitherto the Catholic ques- 
tion annually presented some new and extraordi- 
nary aspect) but in the last session of Parliament^ 
lis beginning and prog^ress^ its collateral inci- 
dents and direct adventures^ the pauses which 
preceded its disg^ee and its signal catastrophe^ — 
omitting the insuigent evils which rise from its 
tomb) are altogether strange and portentous ; 
for Catholic Emancipation was to be followed by 
disfranchisement) the Legislature that was , to 
grant privil^fcs to the opulent and exalted to-day^ 
on the morrow was to withdraw the rights of the 
people) and all this was one complicated measure. 
Thus good and evil) by these provisions') stood 
not as contrary but coincident) while the Catho- 
Uc Clergy were to be pensioned by ^ Protestant 
Government) and thus the Established Church) 
split and shaken through its nave to its topmost 
spirC) with its tithes and proctorS) and ecclesias- 



fical courts, and all its tyranny, was to be 
propped and buttressed by the Catholic Church 
and by ^|^e OgitKolie yriesthji^d. "yhe conse- 
quences of all this prodigious medley were necessary 
and disastrous* This edifice, founded on vicious 
principles, and for most wiJked purposes, broke 
down in all lis parts — its intended supports be- 
came its obvious overiWow, and their ruinous 
incumbrance crushed this after-Babel, and con- 
founded its builders. — ^Then- union ceased — confi- 
dence changed to distrust — aflTection to enmity — 
kindly discourse to mutual recrimination, sur- 
mises, reports, statements, charges made, were 
met by denials, by vituperation, by sophistry, 
by unredeeinj^.d piroxujises^ till at last there h afi 
utter wreck of Jrel^nd?^ hopes. Su^h baa be^ii 
the fate of these base proe^dings on this g^e^^; 
measure, u?t)i^^crby th^ sage and cojifidJDg fri^ndfi 
of Catholic ^maqcipation; — And n^ver were sqch 
wings used or ifnaginfd. sincf^, tl^t evil daj, 
when — 

Satan, w4tbthougl»t«U|Q^m:dof ^b:^(I^St),, . 
Put- on swift whigs, and tow'rcU the gat^of Ml 
Bsplored bto sotttaiy ffigbt" 

« ■ 

In qufplding the laU^^n st^ ^f^ Iff^M^^ i^vaS 
be. oecQs^wy to ce^aU* g^^ ei^^t% if. tkow cao 
be past whose smmrt w^. aiifff^i;* Jik dfivelcqiiBg 
cauf(es, I sh«4l|. ^ wu<^. as vitt p«nwt^ comMoe 
m;^l^toi^iithentia dpqiimeqts,^ si|Kelb Atioawioiar 
haw. aot been 4^Wf^4f. »imI uwiww^g; nly wr- 
mark;;, textile jfpini at iswi^^, «^. the; sawq ibae 
claiming: my privilege tf^ ^mtk^Ji «ft hjOOcssJ: aifb 
to support truth and tgi jfvoii^t ik^ lie^pl^^. I 



shalt, in the cofit^e of Ifcis jisqntsttion, bb fre- 
quetilly obl^d lo i^pcok austerely of ineftftorcs, 
sliid meli ; yet, if t Irebpass by reprehension t>e- 
ybiitl Ihb ut^feiic^y of the oeca^lbn, t shall be 
miieh tb Bktiib; fbr t hscvb fotmerl^, and on Al 
4tiest!bhl^^ ikAA foh the jii^setit^ when no tkieastire 
0t likhit n^^hs to b^ Acknowledged hy some clte- 
t)utaiife^ beeii tireditedi ^Itfi t^t^nre bjr approtbatlofi* 
The J^oiirhals who Mte pajrlieipated ib this eob- 
i&si^ have t>^&h gtacious to ine $ I have feeeived 
the ihost tharkefl attention from the Wejekltf Re^ 
^isier; the JEveMng PosU whieh, in opposition 
to me, favttted'the dtsfr^lncfaidement bill, seemed 
to i^eakeii its pbwer as tt isxtended its courtesy ; 
while the inet*e ixovernmetit Journals^ and the 
Hlgh-chtirch Press, notice m^ efibi-ts in theik* 
touttd of official obloquy, ih a inild 6i mitigated 
tone. 

As to indivldtials, known and unknown, those 
whd, like the squaWs amidst the hig^h treels and 
the thicket, fire il*oln the columns of newspapers, 
ambushed under P.*s and Q^^S atid A.^s and O^s, 
they have sent no barbed arrows against me. — 
Ei^en Junius ttibemicuSy {Apparently) by the com- 
pound appellation^ armed with the point and the 
i^billdagh, did nof Wtitc d isingle paragraph till 
he inveirtdd his weapdn, changing th^ sharpened 
ijtiill for the feather of the ^wing.^ Another, 1 
fbtgei his desigiiation, but not less than a JupHer 
Tonansy who indeed accused me of defending 
the fbrty-shilling fireeholders, because their dis- 
ff*anchisement would strengthen Protestantism, 
of \thich I am, he says, a component part, ar- 
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gfied most politely^ not less so than Mrs. Malfi^ 
prop9 in whose argument every third word was 
on the side of her opponent* Then there was 
the Special Cprrfispond^t : he also then^ as nnder 
other titles, i mrtto Mmervoy ym» complimentary, 
though he a)so ooocloded that | was a Protestant, 
and, befng; snch, 1^ considered it obtrosiye that 
I should interrmjt the disfranchisiement project. 
Whatever I am, Protestant or Catholic, | am an 
Irishman, root and Inraiich, whidi includes all 
sect^ in Ireland, as man, all the coloDred popular 
tion of <^e earth ; hut wjhether Catholic^ Pro- 
testant, Dissenter, or Separatist, the Mwipgs^ 
have enlfio^d the sphere of the Catholic Billf 
increasing; the g^eneral sympathy into ap univer- 
sal interest ; for the hill and the wii^gis tended ig 
increase tha taxes of tjhp people, to decrease 
mainly their franchises, to multiply hy a double 
operation the power and influence of the crOwn, 
and altogpether to throw back interminabty all 
prospect of relief from ; tithes, or of parliamentary 
reform-^making bad worse, an^ Umiting e:^er^ 
tion as it almost ended hope* 

To the business ; — Af. the beginning of 182|S the 
people of Iceland were united, and they pur&med 
their object with such aseal anei efllect, that many 
of all orders and religions joined their cause, and 
even participated in their Association — iJ^e Car 
tholic Ai^ociation latterly amounted to thpusandS| 
the Catholic Rent jbJso flowed from every parish, 
and strangers contributed to the fund* Then the 
Marquess WeUesley and Mr. Plunkett deter- 
mined to disband the Association : Mr* Plunkett 



attempted to ground a penal law on a public pro- 
necuden, for that was the object of the bill of 
indictment presented by his means against Mr. 
O^Connell. O9 this failings Mr* Plunkett ap* 
plied to the House of CkimmonSf and the Impe- 
rial Parliament! iv^hich reidly or nrtnally has no 
kindred with Irefauad, was more att^tive than a 
Dublin Grand Jvryio the Attomey^Greneral — ^Ibr 
an Irish Juiy^ thongfb pai^y of the Qr^aiige fac- 
tion^ has some relish for the liberties of Ireland* 
The Anti-A^sociationBiUbeing* proposi^d in Par- 
liamenty the Asseoiatioi^ commissioned Deputiea 
to (NTOceed to London^ in hopes that by t^eir 
means the penal bill mjg^ht be arrested. The 
(lommops deiiied the application. 

While this bill was pursuing its courses throii^h 
Pai^liamenty by and with the advice and advocacy 
jof Mr^. Plupkettf Hr« O^CoHnell sougpbt an inter- 
Fiew with him« I refer to Mr* O^Connell^s first 
letter to the Catholics of I#outh for the &ct« Mr. 
0'Connell says.^^ Mr* Plunkett was 1m3 personal 
enemy ^ but in his regard for the interests of the Ca- 
tholics he flung to the winds his personal wrongs. 
Jjk Mr. Q'Connejrs coB^nunication with Mr.Plun- 
ketty there was jin arrangement between these 
gentlemen^ or siMnething like an arrangement 
or condition^ for whatever was done does pot ap- 
pear to have been done with the approbation or 
privity of others. This is extraordinary in every 
view. Mr. O^Connell^ after raging* against Mr^ 
Plunkett for prrferring* a bill . of indictment 
against himseU; and extinguishing the CMholic 
jAsso<9ation9 goes eung^ly to Mr. ^lunketfs bouses 
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is closeied with bifn, and ^is-appears A^et the in- 
tereoarse all adtuiratibn atid pdli(^gyric. This is 
most extmorditfai^, tUlr* O^Ciontiell^ iti a report 
of the debates at the Catholic Bdafd iifi 1813, is 
tepr^^tiied ^^ to hrtve i^i hh ftt«^ totfidly again^ 
llldhidaal cMiAitittniMltidil^ T and this then ap- 
plied to indiTlddfetb^ ndt MiHtitefi^ oi the Grown* 
Yet did Mr« Ot:;ontlell inditidhtdiy ^(mtitiutiieatfe 
Itlth Bit. t^lttnkett^ a IjElniM^^ of the Ctwhi. 
What oaoded Ihfs r^volutibh ih the Uhgtteige dT 
Mr« O'Connell towards Mr* i^nhkett h inexpll- 
efitble-^heV€»* Was ehaitgf« so i^tldderi and entire. 
USt. OrCdtiiell had tMnsfelt^ the Catholic p^'- 
tition from Mr. Plunkett to QHfr Fraticls ibdrdett; 
he had afterwards denounced Mf. Plnnkett. *« t 
would not be honest, if I did not proclaim aloud 
my conviction, that the Marqtiess Wellesley and 
Mk Plnnk€ftt isfe not fHends to the Catholic 
eau^e ; I ask not therf friendship, I c£tr^ not fbt* 
their friendship; sts ft Catbol^, theti, I invite 
open hostiliiy."— JBr^fWrf^ Past^ Peb. 10. Yet 
Mr. CTConnc^l passed to ^ngfland, charg^ed with 
the whole electric raj^ of iht wbdl6 Ctitholic 
Association, and the Hglitniii^ i# c^rrested, ohA 
that which Was to bla$t and oonst^e, beddmet^ 
a halo and a gIo|^ to iStrsrtr^te a^nd 8[ddtn the 
resplendent patriot, Mr. tftmynglmn Plnnkett^ 
I know of no imptotemetit mi^t ^ssfon in Mr. 
Flunkett^s cottdnei ot lang^istg^ Infavot of Cft** 
thoKc Emancipaftipn. He hstd been always 22ea» 
loas, apparentff , ptui able ; hM I do know tbftf 
Mr. Plunkett did extingcrfsh the Association, and 
that to Use Mr. CFCbfttteirs la^gtisig^, he Was *< the 
Ngreat advocate of the wings.'' These ate the dnly 



changes ihat are ostetisible in Mr. Plunkett's con- 
duct in Catholic affairs ; yet, under these cirpuna- ^ 
stances, Mr. Plunkett became, during this alter- 
period,: the object of Mr. O'ConneU's rapturous 
encomium. All this is strange, passing strange. I 
do not think Mr. O'Connell is corrupt ; iflthou^t 
so I should say so, for I never shall say less than 
I think on matters involving the right of the many, 
and 1 should have no conception how delicacy to 
an individual should interfere with the exposition 
of truth in public concerns j but I do say, these 
matters induce suspicions, and they must have in^ 
duced suspicions in any case, and against any map. 
Kor are these the only unlucky incidents furnished 
by Mr. O'Connell himself to excite the doubt of 
mankind : he says he was oflfered «?^1,200 a year, 
merely to a]>ate the violence of his language. Now, 
though the exposure of such a proposal carried some 
reproach — ^for it is an insult to be thought by any 
one, high. or low, so loosely principled as to endure 
the .actual offer of a bribe — yet I wonder that this 
offer . was not at the time resented as an injury or 
an outrage, and the person proclaimed who had so 
transgressed. Mr. 0*Connell says the offer was 
made by a person so high in rank that although there 
were some, there were but Jew higher in rank or irtfiu-^ 
ence. The higher the better ; a common rascal is 
unworthy of public disgrace, while his example is 
comparatively ineflScient. What the etiquette is oh 
such -occasionis^ I ani ignorant : it is said Newgate 
has ks^ laws of honor. - Mark how the great villain^ 
and- the little villain are treated : to obtain mofi&jr^ 
oa false pretences is <puiiishable by lawj but to dfifef 
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money on &ltt preteaceBi merdy to change flats to 
aharps^ ia a gentleman's language, is not criminal • 
J^gain : to oBkv a sum of money to obtain a place 
under Gpvernment, is or iminal^ and Perdval had a 
tinman punished for such a proposal to himself; 
but to c^er many hundreds of poundsi with a con^ 
hnuando, by which not a place^ but a man was to b* 
IxHight, is neither punishable by law or equity-«-he 
is not to be exposed to public indignation* 

JMnO'Connell has, also proclaimed to the worlds 
that yety lately overtures had been made to hlsa 
by persons in authority, that if the Catholics aW 
Stained from petitioning against tithes and other 
grievances connected with the ** Church established 
by law/' they Height hope to have the Lords and 
Commons opened to their nobles and gentry. To 
tbis Mrt O'Connell says my answer wasi '* We 
are cqllecting the Rent for the benefit of the 
people; for them we are bound to seek protection 
)snd redress-— we require no favor ;*' a^d he prp« 
^eds to state» ** that so long as the mockery 69* 
istSi of making the people pay Church Bates 
where there is no Churchy and the ^ithe where 
there is no Parson^ so long must we continue t0 
protest and appeal.'' This was spoken in the 
Catholic Association, and is reported in the Dublin 
Evening PosU February 10, 1825; yet Mr. O'Cosk 
nell leaped at the Disfranchisement BiUy and the 
Pension Bill» as appears by his letifer of the 7th 
of March— that is, in less than one i^onth a tetiel 
^m tithe is forgotten, and the Catho^ Itfenl i» 
i^Mf^^l^Bi and the peasantryi wh^ art fij^ttttfl 
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Jtlcj^ fttMti eir^MkuAldMei) s > bMf#6« the twM|>i^ 

d^y' «t»ea^tlfetl« cAlpietdBib V^p^eehtj^ ^lU. It 
^j^ili%'IW»1ti'M^ir# J^r-^ ^^ tli«e 

atmtlbilfdt ^fMi^ibMi at'eAl^iak^^ «eHI»h^ ptn^ 
j^iMKji. - it «a8<yapf«i(i]f8 hy FiHidk^ Jlimd^i, that 
fli^ftetoj^ of 9dM](iiM#teii»c!i^g«t^i«#$ not more; 
hf am ama l^i^vbt^ thuh «y t>i<ibMy' and that the 
MS^ icff lS6h^iptlilftitiri Ute heloveid.i^osephhf^, ^as 
a lipf hn htt haftband^ jti6t kk proporfioh to the 
htiht of thfs Miftister «f Police. I Repeat, I do 
ddtsasr^f.O'C«iimen W«(« tdMtpttid; hat he tri- 
fled eto vrith his i«p6t«ftiott) flMt he tempted snspi- 
ciODtHttdlttipaired (}oiffid^A«ft) «M»t 6oIy in himg^lf, 
heft in the Odtholfid ci^utte. No mab cat he to0 
(Seintioittrof BfenfeteriM ftniitlbs^ or eteti of iutei'- 
<l;fanngittg: eoortesieK iti^ "^b agents or idiiiisters 
<^ powei^) for iie who iodilig^ tHfliT'them and es- 
cttpea, may rAltfef^ as ttittrfnen fidcced votive tablets 
0x^6 teit^ple of Neptuile, ahk<WUVneatnotonIy to 
Yii^br^ hut to Forttmei in th^' cas6 FdHftnci k 
dmttomiHig aH ^«f^!d&i1i68. . • 



' • • « . I , 



AfSc¥M¥. OfV^ttM&'s intmihiHvkfL M^. Plan. 

ket(;'>h« 'eo#^«d his' iieti^y>*kiifM Lc^don, 

M«Mfr»flie Tthti I<)(^ that^'Iifetfehr, aJn<!» praising' 

Mr.*iP1ttttkJ6t«y<ai»e£tniQi^ s^jfeh^wttitf in Use's' 

c 



ertioiis to earry thi$ BiUt^,,^fi4^.hmm Pte*€^-^ 
IJirmfy expect thali fhi^ .BUI nfiU}fafS, i^^ 

Imw^ he proceeds ito It^ B^U .affifim^ 

dxmbtedj wilUhw be plaee^ M>itki^ ihe^i^ ^fjh^ 
law;, but mthifig at all ofY^^^^fn^iVfiimi^ip^il^mrr 
rw^mnent is eofi^t Of de$ir^ ;^J^i .il^ 9f^t>B^^i^ 
gijapli he says, it is^ proposef)^ t^fua^ HPf:^lj|^4^ 
Cort^e Ciergyby the ^il|» . I^.t^e p^^ 
the fighthpaiwgTf^ph^he aapait.liniibctfiiijiugg^psQMl 
by mem^ Membra of ^arliqm^r ifikm«cle(i wifh\ 
Qotefnmenty thai the Elective Iffaoeliide in Ofijf^T 
ties| bat not ia cities, shoiild be i^sed ftpm. 
forty sbillil^ to five ox ten pQVffds^ , Tbis was^the^ 
spfostfiofie of the . letter^ (herealtjE^ X shc^l eopsU 
der the reasanifigf fioid obserimticHis of th^ writer,} 
whicb^wajB read to the Catholic Association, the 
!|Oth. of Maiv^^fa, and. ^hich Wf^. received, ivith 
hearts and speeches ^^ lig^tpir ,th^ vanity;^ yet 
let us not condemn toQ rashly the Catholic As^q* 
ciation for their conduct on tbatA^y, ^Jboug-h there 
^as enoug^h to alarm inen littL^; versed in nego- 
eiations, and called on the instant for their ap- 
probation. In this letter the Association were 
treated as ehOdren ai a sh^w-box. They were 
just allowed to peep thrpug-h the ivagnifyjjpg'-^lass 
q.tthe shifting scene of ^^ The World ])isp]layed/\ 
Indeed it was rather the ^^ Wondars of the Celes"* 
tial WorW they were jnviled to glance at.'' H^e 
they were to see ^^ little bigotry remaining in 
England, and still less of Anti*Irish feeliiig*»''r— 
This was ivonderful ; it was earth, tranfof fned to 
Heaven^ and ever and anon, tbe AissK^ciatipp 
was told, in4he third, fiflbf ai|^ ninth p^9gn|>he;, 
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'fliat dt^airctpkiidii '#oiiid {mss iliis Session of Pai^- 
llament— tSey were told that in respect to the 
Fre^Vilil^ Wlttg, that it i« not necessary to he in 
hast)^ tb%rtti an opinion on the strbjeet, as before 
ai^y itifeii^r^ of this kind is aclbpted, f\i»' timb 
"^irtKj'^veii^lbr deUberatibn, and for consulting 
Hh6 sound sense' of ' the Irish people* ' They were 
also 80B*fted bot to give any opinion on the 
change oJT the elective ^nchise until the hilt was 
printed^r untri he, Mr. CyConnell, had arrived 
ainloBig^t them. Tliese mh^cles, which' exceed 
Hohehlohe^s asD^a does a wart, iold in the 
hurly-biiHy of a Catholic Association, are the 
dnlytfalliafSiier^iharitsI can imagine for this Ca- 
tholic A^seiJimy bei^sBent on this tremendous 

^rsqMsftioih 

^ ■• . i 

. • • " I • i T , 1 =• . . - . I 

'But the Assoeiatitin continued in the same bey- 
d^y inood, 'and of rflent service, after its Members 
might have cell^Med thieir scatteiled thoughts* — 
(^ the*fMh6f l!iliitch,'(liere was iei grand mustet* 
iSt. Shiett'ii^dde^lk&i first aippeara Ace after his mis- 
cAen' to iioddbn* t . ^rbparatoiy to his speech, there 
wei^ some atratojg^ihi'ttgs said of communicati6ils 
Te^ited iromf the^flfeljretMy, from Mir. Purcell 
O^Gorman. ^ ^ fikmie'C^enflemen Wished to see them, 
or lleAr ^e^' teflbd. No, said Mr. Shell, you have 
alri^littolieidr'^fiiemf but it is not expected yo^ii 
shoiilfl takfe oDgtridsa^e bf them — ^your Deputation 
adtllfei^y«itt1toadj66rn till Friday. Mr. Slieil also 
iM^^HIlese rtesdlirtidliis tought to be hi^ao-d^ w^re nttt 
reiMhItliiiis't ^ they alie merely the intimations of 
ab'tnfeiltion Vm the^jpart of th^ body to ](>ursue a 
otfrtadn^^^diotirfi^,' Which, bowe^r, Id not folly de- 



pi^ipg. the ejc^iiionf jof jlfte ^^at^|ylpn ,^, ji|»" 
divi^i^^ is rqpp?1f4 JtP^VP «wdt ,^IfW*.^*f» 
,then, t|»at we 9^\^i t<HQ|?^:^iA^ ^||fMfVfltM> 
pf thi« im^rtant .topic .w^t^: i;fii(yi^ifS]}^,.(fC 9^ 

.](Fplw.d ofg;liit.to e^cT into ^iati^n^f^ijffiii^-i^ 

i l^5i . I>»d pver IwwH^t ^tmaJl.yilf j?jw4 tlMiil^ ^ 
pip^nn^UV Iftifgi^agje |9,^e|^T(!rWtof |f|-^,$M^, 

16. But it is not the contradfictioj^k .9(|.'41f9f^ 
lieaderS) (Mn (yConnell has avowed his leader- 

,ii., ;thf; Q#l¥»M«P flCIw^^f W^W3,i Rtf twn^? 
.qfhp Gat^i(^cs of i|r(4w<iiV{fi^9<4i)6efFiM^nrilP 

,%( 4s40ci»tJ»n ^>«g:P«*^t9J or «}B)^fW&(i ¥^jli^Y«r 
W#& dwe on % y^ of, ^ft.fdliMvff «*is 4«9P 

U^vft I oqvtfi at tj^ i^yiQ h9im .fg^;W¥mi9iA' 9i 



lis 

4. 

> '' . • 

. - . '» 

to » tht <^!a4talk. €^€^^9 Qf rel^bf^g: ouir Ijoneft 

^«ta» odDtdrAo ctorctar by Mr. CaiHrajly'" &^« WM 
it fe ioi be no 0pd^i0 sik^ipQ ; 9ip4 tbf^ W^W^ • 



. ' » » * 



On ttfl^d^tJbfiAailo^HuMW in«t» wIisb a let- 
ter of Mr. O'Gonnell was read, dated London^ 
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march 1 6*^— This was Ifke the fotitiep ^ in ft silence 
was enjoined ;and «i^Il>'the 44iiii hope was ftS^ 
that Emandpatifm was dt hdn^ uhlessuk "Veiitrii 
or posfponHl if by S€»»el^s9 eahmMies or fikreMenp- 
able inmrehensianM. It was also stated — ^^ that 
every detail of the great ttifeaJSure^wlB he Ifrbiig^ht 
before the public deMberately ; and*lf there he 
any thing sngg^ed wbleb eoiitd Marm -either 
Protestant or Catholic ttmidity, abundant tinfe 
will be given to canvass the merits of the pi^- 
posed arrangement, aiid n<^tliitag wilf be cfon- 
chided on without affording suffieieni opportu- 
nity to oppose any thing worthy of opposition.^ 
The writer having obtruded -some remarks on Mr. 
liftwless, he proceeded: ^^ In thc^ first place, tbero 
h as yet nothing; arranged* with rei^ect iJb a prcH 
vision for our Clergy, or with regard to any 
change in the elective franchise* It would hove 
been vHse to wait such an arrangefnent, bc^orb 
it were condemned in t^rms of liarshness andv^ 
proacYiV Here^ a{{fain5 Mr. O^Connell solicits the 
Irish to pTO/erastinate discussion on these mea- 
sures, which \^ repeats thuss-^^^ Fom^hly, a^'tb 
the chai^ (la the Elei^tjive Franchtto, that Is 
matter c>f terious consideration^ Sil^ muHi 4)b 
wifighed well before it is adopted fiat ^pf«0i^nt it 
is but' in embt^yo, and^mety nevet dt^ath ihapc'Or 
regular ' fol*m.^ Yet,' notorfoo^ly* tile measove 
was determiiied on. This Letter wns also In- 
serted in the minutes; There Was the same iudi 
of hope, the same ftiibbub' of ' cheedng, and the 
same silence on those points which should lieltb 
moved the least sentient things to rise and pro- 
test; Yet the Catholic Asso^elatipn ^^ died and 
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thp:Arf««WS»*»9?i» <*! the :Tt|»*>4 l*^l» «f tfr«»t mof %, 
PWP«»*!«OfWletp ,.nwion .fsxjwti^ig i^cwg; all the 

«»»»5Wi«*«g ttP,15a«l tVw^ Ifl^cJ? Wfi»W be 4e-, 

P>W%8«?». %-W<W8;0jf %[t ^imiyie, ik|C^ per-. 
*9!P%i»P )»eei|^, ^hp. jre^, adprynifg^ of the mei»-, 
sure, inr^l^ |(? fthjf jt9.<qi|f^ mi jeaJkMwi^s or 
aqimosijIi^QS w^(^ l^igl^i «^; ^m the, /s^posea 
(^s(9g<f of, llJ|e(kw.<>JP the, pirt-of the foi^f-shU-. 
liDg.J^rec^ol<}^n^". ; Tq which, |pjr.O!CoaQell r^, 
piierfi?, ** ;With9ut. y^tui-iflg to.t«4lopi apy ppii* of; 
tJiQ qpf atJpo,v which ifflpU^^aioviuplinieiitaiy ci^-, 
p]rpfifjoii^,|..havf» w. donij^t that would ^ easily, 
ef^1^>y.% p«!Tsopji who havfe b^en.^tiag foe' 
%5 j bpdy . at;Iai;g;e; |i}^^ii9k J[ ■ kiiow it woald be 
is^fy^pi^h tl|^ir d^re t^ do^it; a^d.I canansw^^ 
<iW-#«IW«r<» httfi? ^ft already,,telajii, .^pt^n ^c 
poEsnasiop^ ftncb as there is, oif carf^ing cmaii* 
cipati^a. ,1 hare reason i» hope^. that those prcr. 
Umijiary measwes baire met with, socpes^?'. ., ^ 



aV 



. No .^€|i|^i these me^tani^a sii^^eeded fimr the 
timf!^ af^ it a^peanj, ^y N^u f)onwafH stad^meut, 
tliais^ .^^t y^ij tiipie wh^n the Association w^ 
s^drqfsecl ^.ib(^ sikntiarm% i^^ fMsseiiibly wafl^ in 
g^qeval^^^i^dy^e tp the wifjgs. • He saya : ^^ iipon 
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<^^ty #«^ itgiOnMi MHte <<HHng«)* but afakast 
eVei^ tektt iii' K thMigM bi^ Att^f to be tlOfettt^ 

gtiai^^ '^mAfiMiy dferipti^dtitt^ of^fvM'iri4t «(' 
tbr^' Mlfef '8^' Bfie kdikttte^ %(SCaWk»« fkef^it»t/ 

no trinmiA M' at^y •'i>^<<M'>(MMiti6l(il«rt ' ' Bttt 
what was the consequence of this sflence f Why* 

Ibl- f 'fcfA6W'hdtl»oW^v<iii^i^&te stfliJxA^eUii'dMmty 
d'p6ceeiittg iH "itne^^pnti^ % e6<rtHtent«Cflltt. 
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BiU« Thiis the AssociatOf^ i&M^ 

f ' ■ ^ 

giw^ ihey* "vr^re ittetiiig;' \k^ P^J^ ^^ profoiOid 
stftteffiieio^ when they wefe merefy sinblettiiig^tiiettbF 
delves til egif<^onft dtipes* It was imiferAlp^ we 
are toM^ t^tpreparatofy tofiB^ing' the cdiair at flie 
Asdoi^atioti^ iioi^is^ fthdfeMj^trcoispire respecting 
the wlii^» liiiis^ barii<4heatrio^ omitted tiie 
pavt#f Hamlet % parttealai? desire! On these 
measures the Assoc^latbrB impjfbved on Burleigh 
in the Otitic f for it does not appear that^ ex^ 
eeptone^ imyof theni^indn%ed even a shake of 
the head^. When yeu ineet again^ Brother^Asso*- 
ciators^ (for I am an Assoeiator^ though not be* 
ii^ in Dublin for many months after my admis- 
sion and the dissoliition oif the society^ I never 
met the Association) make some penitential ef^- 
forts to compensates if pMsible, for yomr most 
algectsflenee— and beware not tore-act theso^ 
lemn mockery of motes around the last sad re* 
mains of Ireland^s liberty^ for if you do^ mankin4 
will agg^vate the voice of Parliament^ and pro*- 
nouhce not only your death but your damnation. 

f 

litis silence was inculcated by Mn O^Oonnell, 
in snbserviency to Mr. Phmkett^s great scheme^ 
his ^^ Double Arrangement,^^ and Bill Tripartite. 
This silence was acquiesced in under some inde*- 
finite foncy of approaching emancipation*--^! be- 
lieve the morbid hope of the Irish is almost In^ 
curable* What was to encourage hope last ses»> 
sion? In ItTd the Catholics had restored to 
them the right of property^n lt93 they obtained 
the elective franchise. What similarity has the 
present state of peace, and those periods of jeo- 

D 
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partly, ia the colonies aad of Biiro|i4 revoliitiopiv- 
i^. Distress is the season for Ireland^ hope ; 
profperity^ of Ireland^s desperation* The sue- 
cesses of Wjlliam and Marlhorpugh were the 
sign and seal of Ireland^s oppjpessiony and the. los9 
4>f the provinces of Anieric% the harbinger of 
rights restored. Blessed state — ^thrice blessed 
constitution^ by which one half of the empire is 
taught to expect relief by the probable ruin of the 
.other* The late cMifidence of sqceeas utterly 
astounds me : confidence in pcditical promises is 
a tenth told tale^ and in the last tellings it is in 
Ireland as attractive as in the first. 

The Catholis were to be emancipated after the 
Union ; this was one part of the general lie of 
that day. Then they were to be emancipated 
when the Prince was freed fromjthe Regency re- 
strictions ; then they were U> be emancipated 
when George the Fourth was verjf King — that 
was certain ; tlien they were to be emancipated 
a£ter his return from Ireland, and any one wlm 
should doubt the result was charged with ^^ flat 
burglary:^ and so it went on, when, at the latter 
end of last February, or beginning of March^ 
and just when the Anti-Association Bill was 
passing, it was declared on authority, ttihwh 
could not be mistaken^ that the Catholics were to 
be emancipated forthwith, and among the change^ 
proclaimed it was said, that liords laverpool and 
,^Idon were coming round — in sjbort, some Jour- 
Jials, the most clear-seeing and ingenious, specu« 
lated on the language that Lord Eldon would use, 
when, after fifty years exclusive Protestantism, 
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he ^ould ftcknovrlec^^'llis sins, and jprepkrfe td 
dtellberid. • '''-' 
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All ihls^ then, as now, appeared downright 
fatnity to me, and I repeatedly published my opt- 
iiidni-^FIrst^ th* notion that the King- was ear- 
liest to liberate the Catholics of Ireland is not the 
least, wonder in the speenlation. The King; came 
over to Ireland, because he was uneasy in Eng-- 
kind ; yet some considered that it was a ^^ Senti- 
meHtftlJonrney^ of M«^esty« While in Ireland, h4 
Iriade Iiord ^gall a Knight of St. Patrick, and 
on departing, he directed Lord Sidmouth to pub- 
lish his advice to tiie people of Ireland, which 
was circulated by thousands throug-h ihe Post- 
Office. It was considered the Reconciliation Pa- 
mcea* 

Much was e!Kpected from this parting* admoni- 
tidn, signed by that eminent statesman, Sidmouth. 
With regard to the contents of the document, the 
Royal advice was godd, bnt^t was impracticable. 
His gpracious Mejesty advised the Irish to forg-et 
their former vexations, and to live in perfect har- 
mony and gpood-wiU together. This, I admit, 
wonld induce some prospect of Catholic E^anci- 
piation, inasmuch as his Majesty, if he permitted 
his great mind to think ever so little, must know 
that when one portion of the same people, and 
that by mnch the smaller, is favored, and the 
other rejected, and taxed to support a Church 
alien to their religion, perfect suavity cou|d not 
possibly subsist among* parties so capriciously and 
so partially treated. Now the King-'s advice did 
induce a reasonable belief in the King-^s support 



22 

of Catholic relief* as* bia advice oeuld only be 
available by Emancipation^ whicjb £mai|cipanan 
most mainly depc^nd on th^ Kii^^s aathqrity with 
Ilia Ministry in forwarding that mMsarOf 
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Shortly after the IKny^samipd in El|ffhmdf; 
Wellesley was subititated forhq^ Tcd|wft t tl^f» 
hope was renewed* Afterwarda bis. Sftajlaaty 
placed his Catholic su^ecta in HanowTji oft . ti^ 
aame footing as hia Protaaiaiii satjeota t hini thin 
is the continental pcdic3^-*r4ibw9llHy in tbit mpeet 
is as much a priac^ile tfaroi^hoiit tb^ kbi§^Oiiia,#f 
Eiorope^ as illiberality m the trqe^pplioy in fiiqg^ 
land, Snch is the custom^ thatt I b^Ue^cp if ttnEf 
Duke of York was So¥ere%n of H^Aoter^ or Sir 
Abraham Bradley Ki^^t ^^ irami^ci^ato 4ili« 
tioner^ or Lord Eldon^ or Lady Bossmore^ ot 
any other old lady or gentleman^ that the Catho- 
lics of Hanover would now be Ubwi^bed* Sat 
never did the King show ^gay dispoaition U^.fnA 
the Catholics of Ireland t on the contMoyi tbi 
true indications ran all the other ;Way«. If -tb# 
K^ing^s disposition were fiBtvoraUe^ woold the Mi* 
nister be so averse as he has et^ been ? Woirili 
Lord Eldon^ the most wily, of ^Jl Bngland^s pdi» 
ticianS) be so hardened in Us. hostility ? I had 
always expressed my disbelief m the.Kiqg's ^pe^* 
sition to liberate the Catiiolicsy and a constrwy be» 
lief in some of them waa^ I feaS) m we jciptlly whidt 
uniformly ensnaros the impoatora thetnacdvwa 

The Duke of York^ aftw hia speediy aA onde 
belligerent and sacramentsd, having joined his 
Majesty at the theatre^ indireotly ejq>rte«ed the 
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King's Aoti^-Giiiliiolle opinioii^* Ori tfae'tniiaett^ 
4tf ^1^ Diieid emdtol uroidd nbt daife fo offbr « 
QemnieBt^ The Hbutg tsMk do iii6 W^dng^ aiicl flie 
Beir A|i|Milmii fMost ^ filw^rfB #%&t| Imt I it^ 
«M«iber an aMM'ev^of a Fi^'Mh hbtoriflm, #faicAi 
dbvig^ litMok me for its ikaheii t ^ Hbtir iriodl 
y^Mi €att(Mlwsy^ daid thelhiketyf Bmipiti^iorilie 

Akk^ Ohduiyt ' ^^ to inseTt in yodr liistofyt ^^hii^ 
Charles tlie Sixtii was a fool P'' ^My Iiori»'' Te» 
plied Ike historian^ <« wffl say he was a fool.^^ 
Whatever doubts there may have beeli 'of the 
King's dispeeitton towaords CSatfioUc Bmstnripsb* 
trail ia ^Ireland^ iheire etm he mone aow^ a& 
ter the doenoents aifoMed by Mr. Moore ia his 
^Life of Sheridan.^ I therefore disftiiss this 
topic in the words ofHotaet^s heno, when wrong^ 
by Agvmemiion^ King i^ Ment ^<I wi^h yba 
mnofa eolaee in yo«r kiog.^ But the most s^nal 
waste of hope was in making Mn Plunkett^ ad<» 
nee tibe gromid of the expectation^ he who has 
ran all coarsesy end been on all sides. Did not 
If r. Phmkett s«spe<!t that the King Ti^as not stre« 
nnons to emancipate the Catholics? Had nait 
Mr* Phinkett^ this wonder of a man, this iirnpei^ 
boman politician, this ' ^^ present^deity,'* any sus- 
picion that all was not friendly in high placets P 
Were there not other noticed — ^was not Mr. €an« 
sing's words dispiriting ? He talked of the edteti^ 
idion afffw pnbUo mind of jSn^land from the 
CatitoUc questdm^ which^ the first night of the 
eeimonj I stated it to he my comfident beliefs had 
taken place. — Traveller ^ Feb. Iff. Did he not 
know that the Bishops and the Duke were hostile, 
and JEHdon and Liverpool ; t^hat then were Mr. 
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Plmketf 8 ostensible means oif oVerpotrering^ fbiir 
eonfirmed bMtiMty, that had already defbateti 
majorities of the Commons? ^^!Kfae Wing's.^ Oh,- 
Bishop Williinsl how are jou and yom* ^^INsconrse 
on the possibility of . flying- - 1* ihe moon^^ ant^ 
mooned fay oar Irish Attorney-General^ If he ^ivas 
sinoer^ these Wkigs were Mr» Pltmket^ gretit 
associates, and his refdy to'Mr. Brbughiib&% 
speecfh against the Difranehisement Wing^ was 
as sensitive as if every word that' Mr» Broogham 
ntieved tore a feather from the j^nion. It ap- 
pears that Mr. Plunkett thoa§^ht, or seemed to 
think, that*the wings woidd mistify the coUeciiTe 
wisdom of the nation — that they wonld aet like 
the spreading vanes of the fabled Roc, in Ataby 
the Happy, and tiiioken the eclipse over the 
minds of the British Ijeg^lature* Yet they had 
reversed effects; they were as allies, which, in 
the day of battle, turned their arms on the asso- 
ciates, and added confusion to the defeated : in- 
stead of Increasing* friends they created enemies^ 
and they chang'ed the major into the miWr, while 
they afforded new and well-founded aTgnments 
against Catholic Emancipation, and thus Bill and 
Wings were precipitated ^^ plumb down ten thou- 
sand fcdhom deepJ^ I said, *^ such were miserable 
politicians, if they were honest,^ in my Address 
to the Irish, March the 21st ; and I repeat it, for 
the arrangement and the expectation excited 
were so absurd, that something more than a doubt 
of honesty arisen against Mr* Plunkett, who 
CQuld in his station epcouirage such fantastic pro-* 
jects. Catholic Emancipation never ceca pass till 
-^becomes a Cabinet measure; for to suppose 
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that it eottU pasKi ag^^insi the apparent wishes of 
the Cabinet or the MiniBter, is to siqppose a die* 
solution ef the Ministry. Will the Plankette or the 
Canning^ risk this? Believe it not: Mr. Can* 
ning^ sooner than not be employed profitably^ 
woriked under Lord Castlereagh^ whose inability 
he prodaimedf we all have seen that Mr. Plnn- 
kett loves offioe as the limpit the rook whieh the 
beating sea fixes more firmly to its sticking^ 
p]aoe« 

I do not^ oannot believe Mr» Plunkett sineere« 
I cannot imagine he believed the Catholic Billy 
so associated) could pass ; but it was politic^ that 
is damnable, to nourish such belief— it abated the 
hatred of the Irish against the projectors and ad- 
vocates of the An ti- Association BiU^ of which he was 
chief— -it changed the Bottoms from roarinff Uons 
to Thisbes, with monstrous Uttk voices; and pass 
or not pass, the Bill with the Wings must have 
been most destructive to the Irish. That Mr* 
Plunkett should have so acted, I am not snr^ 
prised ; but that any one should have been abused 
in such adverse circumstances by such a many 
amazes me. When Mr. Plunkett, in matters in 
which he is sincere and zealous, fails so perpetually 
in his legislative acts — ^his Burial Bill — ^his vaunt- 
ed charter of toleration to the Catholics — his JBo?* 
(Officio prosecutions — his indictments, for which 
he has obtained a name, which will outlive his 
title under the Crown ; yet, this is the man who 
vrrought a change of feeling in Mr. O^Connell, 
not less extraordinary than the encounters and 
friendships in the field of battle in romantic 
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fitcn^v^h^ s^ill unpMe* cm the bli»d, lbr-tih#y 
vote bim tkankdi and oommit peliliimB to him^ 
not that it signifies who ptf^seatd tfak; tM^ ifefti pe« 
iition f it is tliese wha second the |petitioiM» wbd 
will pTOTniL 



Bill a&d Wiiig«, ^< abortive, BM&stroiis^ 
and untimely 9 mixedy^ having utterly fiifled^ 
the Deputies returned ta Ireland— then be^ 
gan the Aggregates and the like^ those wha 
were piano and panegyric in « London, having 
tottidbed their mother earthy without Interflsie- 
diate modulation, raged in bravura. What gusty 
speeches^ what gigantic nonsense,^ issued from 
our eoneiliating and mellifluous negoeiators.-^ 
Then were son\e individuals thanked thrice ovei^ 
by the same meeting — praise costs nothing. The 
Association was praised, and that emanation 
firoqi it, the Deputation to London, was compU^ 
n^nted with various resolutions. Mr. Sheil had 
had already talked of their wni^eared ze€d and im^ 
ceasinff vigikmce^ and soforth, till an ordinary 
man would suppose that each Deputy had ex^ 
eeeded Hercules and his twelve kAors. I am un* 
acquainted with any act of the Deputaticm. Mr* 
O^Oonni^l was very prominent, and he' did tak^ 
care not to be confounded witii the Deputation. 
Indeed^ I read in a Newspaper, an account taken 
flrom a Magazine, that some Depat|es, ^ the 
prime of order and of might,^^ dined in company 
with four Dukes, and a proportionable number 
of Earls and Viscounts, at which entertainment 
Mr. O^Gonnell did not say any thing more worthy 
"^ notice, than ^^I am vastly fond of ale.^ The 
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Depatflition did nothin'g*— -they did not^ with (be 
exception of Lord Killeen^ when Mr. Lawless 
was to be pot down, uphold their country maii. — 
This is a curious incident. Mr. Lawless moved for 
the appointment of the orig^inal Deputation : Mn 
Finn, I believe, proposed that others should be 
advised to resort to London also. On this Mr. 
Lawless |;>assed to the capital ; he associated with 
the Deputies ; yet, on Mr. Lawless objecting' to 
the Wings, his right to be a Deputy was denied : 
and these men would exclude the*ir countryman 
firom their Deputation, when they were them- 
selves complaining of their own exclusion from 
the State. Did they not perceive that this was a 
' topic pregfuant with dangerous conclifisions ?— but 
it was worse, for it is obvious that the terms of 
the invitation to persons of different professions 
and ranks to proceed to London, were not to re- 
strict, but to embrace. The conduct of the De- 
puties OH. this occasion regarded the I^eputation 
itself. In respect of their conduct in public af- 
fairs, the Deputation did nolsay any thing on 
the Wings; they did less, if Mr. O^onnelFs 
memory be exact, for he sayis, that a resolution 
wad passed by the Deputation, as he recollects, 
purporting to be ^^ a distinct declaration, that 
the Deputation did not^ and would not^ in any 
.way, interfere relative to the Wings, in the capacity 
of Delegates."— i^«^ to Mr. D. CPReUlyj Oc 
idber 25. Thus, then, this ^^ topless Deputation^ 
did nothing; nay, voted they would say no- 
thing; they determined to play the simple game 
of whist, and as they waoted one to make up the 
party, they invited the Catholic Association to 
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take the cards of Dumhy* No matter^ all were 
to be praised — ^the Jiabpur of praising succeeded 
to the labonr of doings nothing*, and in this there 
was great harmony, for the heads of the Associa* 
tion, and of the Deputation, formed the identi- 
cal Cabinet Councils which prepared the encomi- 
astic resolutions, the resolutions being merely as 
&ish paragraphs by advertising egotists. 

All these tricks and trivialities could no longer 
hold the people in al^ct darkness : they had read^— 
they, had time to think — they communed with 
each other. Mr. O^Connell was utterly mistaken 
when he considered the clamour lon disfranchising 
the forty-shilling freeholders would be little^ or 
that it would be irratianai and easily put down. — 
£rtife»o^,Lords, p. 106.— ^He and Mr. Shell would 
be just as able to put down this clamour, as they 
would be to stop the coming tide with a bulrush. — 
Now for the Bill# 

The Bill provides, that the King shall appoint 
Commissioners, who shall form a Board; that 
the Commissioners shall consist of persons in 
holy orders, professing the R. C. Religion, and 
exercising episcopal duties or functions in the 
R. C; Churph, within Great Britain and Ireland ; 
that the 'first Prelate named in the Commission 
shall be President, and that three of the said 
Commissioners shall form a Board ; that the Com- 
mission shall be revocable at the pleasure of the 
King, but that a new Commission shall issue 
within fourteen days after the dissolution of the 
former. 
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The business of the Board was to be com^ 
plicated and vexatious; its members were to 
iake a particular oath ; they were to administer 
oaths ; thej were to inquire into the efaaraeters'of 
persons appointed to dig^nities in the Catholic 
Church % they were to gfive certificates of loyalty ; 
besides, ^^ali Bulls, Dispensations, and Instru- 
ments from the See of Rome, or £rom any Fo- 
reig-n Body or Individual whatever, acting* undet 
the said See, or under any other spiritual supe- 
rior, the person or persons so receiving* them,^he 
same shall, within so many days after receiving 
the same^ deliver the same, or cause it to be de** 
livered, or the original, 'to the President of the 
said Board of Commissioners, who shall forthwith 
inspect the same.^' dc. Thus the Bill rambles 
onwards, supeMdding an oath with provisions, 
exceptions, &c. This comes of the adulterous 
union of Chuix^h and State, ;and of these Prelates 
and Pluralists, who, niider the pretence of prop- 
ping a monarchy, consume and torment the 
people* / 

Tfaose yelUnsr monsters, that with ceaseless cry 
Surroand it, as thou saw'st, hourly conceiv'df 
"" And hourly born, with 8onro«rlB0nite. 

This Bill would introduce into Ireland a hyper- 
ecclesiastieal Board* This novelty seems to bef 
modelled on the College of Pontiffir in Pagan 
Rome ; it id new and tnquisitori^. Why this 
Board would become a Protestant Inquisition 
with Catholic FamiUars. The members are to 
swear they will inquire, and decide justly on the 
veisult, and certify for the candidate's^ loyalty, ^q. 
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I^ayalty is the loosest expression in the English 
lang'uage ; it Height not be loyal to vote against 
the Court Candidate at an election^ or to doubt 
that the Burial Bill was not a charter of tolera- 
tion to the Catholics^ and to belong to the Catho- 
lic Association might be reputed contrary to the 
spirit of loyalty^ as our gracious Kipg^ at his 
opeping speedi last session, said, ^^ The Associa- 
,tion adopted proceedings irreconcileable with the 
spirit, of the constitution*^ For the law makes 
criminal not only offences against indefinite terms, 
but cTcn phantoms^ — ^^ Airs from Heaven and 
blasts fram Hell^ are protected by the Penal. Ma- 
j(esty of the British Code# Besides otiier lurking 
crimes against loyaUy% the Catholic Board 
were to be obliged to read all BuUs^ Dispensa-. 
tions, and other Instruments, Ac* And should 
then, pn the inspection of these documents, find, 
nothing in their judgment in any Wf)^ injurious, 
to the safety or tranijuillity of the United King- 
dcmi, or the ProtestaBt Establishment in Church 
pr State,^^ &c. they were directed forthwith to 
report the same to the Lord laeutenant. Was 
eyer such an office imposed on the Dignitaries of 
a different religion, in derisiopi of their religion ! 
Sir William Scott, on speaking against Mr. 
Plunkett's bill in I82l| which ack»o!i|rledg6d a 
Protestant Church and a Cathalic Ch|i9eh in Ire- 
landi sai4 it Was ff a ifouble li^^^ed monAter^ unp 
klijt«wn to the Cowtitution*^ Two eslabUishnKeiiti? 
would be inpnstrou^ indeed i but what isthisPro- 
testant-jPatholic Bo^rd, particularly wh^n we 
consider that thl^se very (^athoUp Prdaies, whQ^ 
with 9^1 ^her Boman Calt^holic^), m^ glared or 
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oath to be idolatersy % e^ery iaiiiYidiial e^mpfKH 
ing this very Parliameat^ wliioh thus impwed ^» 
these sworn idalalers.,- the safe^ke^piog- oC the 
Protefi^nt £stabUshm<N|it ja Churdbt and Stiitte* « 

3 . • $ ' ' . 

How were or are these CommfsMoiiess^ :^^» 
shall have this bill again before Parliameot^ito^boT 
paid? No matter: suppose these S0vev<^igQ PMitilb^ 
sfaoald not. receive any^crxtrtit^peiision^ is it pron 
bable that ih^y would not fc^h poweiv aitd,enn 
deavour to extend and oontinue it? Wh^^ Irea^i^ 
is tl|ere for expeotjqg that they would not 9mwB^ 
ask independent authority jin Irelimdi cas the Pa-«^ 
triarch of Constantinople renounced the- sudors- 
sor of St» Peter at B^otneP If histaiyisiiid expe*^ 
rienx^ do not suggest -dan^r^ '^ewefk in ^s^teftotn*^ 
ing such novelties, childishness aotd 4^tB)ge |kmsn 
seas men without an- interval of OMOifaapd^ ' 






^^l^n s who are to compose this Board of Ro- 
^lan Catholic PreliKtes? Are ordinapry Bishops 
to be among its members? Theiirthe Sufirftgaa/ 
sball inquire into the loyalty and g4od eondtiet' 
of him who may be his Metropolitan* Suppose 
the Board to cons|^t of the four ArphbisliDps^ it 
is dear the Boox^Qlust sit in DubHliy and tp be 
effiaetual it mq^t h^ permanent^ for the ptsrsotii^ 
veceivmg bqlls, i&e. arcf a» I have stated^ to de-t 
liver tibemf ijk a definite number of daysiiftejrire*. 
cciiring themi to the President of the isaid Board^. 
who shall lay the same before the aaid B^aid^ 
which Board shall forthwi^ inspect the same :r 
therefore the day being* specified for the deUvery 
of tJip^i»e doconaents to the Bowd| and the Bwwd 
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being* required by law to inspect the same forth- 
with) it is clear the Board must sit de die in diem : 
that is, most hold a permanent session. C/an fhe" 
Catholic Bishops constitute such a Board, and 
perform their episcopal and paramount duties, to 
which they liave been appointed by their Church ? 
Whether these impossibilities were known to the 
framers of the bill, I cannot decide; but it is 
deaf to me^ tliat the bOl was not intended to 
operate according to its seeming* provisions.' No 
man, the least acquainted with Catholic affairs,' 
€Mr with laws and regulations, can imagine that^ 
this bill eould be executed* 'But Mr. Plunli:ett 
acted securely; if it does not pass, I have, said 
he, saved my consistency, for I have played the 
advocate to deceive the advocates: if it does 
.pass^ it will be ruinous in its direct operation, 
and yet so impracticable eventually, that it must 
be rermodelled to suit the purposes of Church and 
Statci. Mr. O^Connell said in his evidence, sup- 
posmg Emancipation, ^^and if that system was 
not found to work well for the purposes of Go- 
vernment, there would be every advantag^e given 
to alter the{ system, so as to make it satisfactory 
to the €rovernment«^ p. 160. And at still greater 
length he said, ^^ The thing that would create a 
difficulty, and I think an impossibility of a satis- 
factory arrangement for - the present, would be 
g^iving* the Government the direct nomination, 
or even an indirect control, over it ; distinguish- 
ing between domestic nomination and nomina- 
tion by tbe Government. But I would wish to 
a|id t<^ that, that if Catholic Emancipation were 
mxA&\, in the manner in^ which, if it is granted 
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at all^ it onght to be, soothing'ly and genev&aalj^ 
.and were to work for two or three y^arS m that 
way, those jealousies woold be soon got over $ that 
if the Govemment found they had reasons to 
state, that would justify them in stating them 
pnbUefy, there would be no diffieulty ingoing 
further^ and giving nn interferenoe to Govern* 
ment upon the nomination, to any extent that 
was rationably required ; and I do not presume it 
would be required otherwise than rationaUy.^ — 
p^ 162. — ^To be sure^ Government never aeted 
otherwise ; and it would act in this ease as the 
English Government has ever aeted towards Ire- , 
land* 

• 

After the developement of the questionable prac- 
tiees of the framers of the Catholie Relief Bill, 
their indirect attempts to derange the Irish 
Church, and tiie necessary consequences of this 
Bill, to bring, by time and circumstances and 
warkinfff the whole Priesthood within the pale 
^dTthe Protestant establishment, it is almost sur- 
plusage to offer a few remarlLs oil the Clerical 
Pension Bill: — ^this Bill, to make assurance 
doubly sure — ^this Bill so kindly intended to in- 
crease the comforts of the Catholic Clergy. What 
ajchange — ^why. Vertigo is the ruling deity. The 
English Government robbed the Catholic Clergy 
of all their wealth, and persecuted them with un- 
relenting vengeance. When, lo! this same Go- 
vernment, for it comes through their labyrinth, 
feels a penitential throb, and in pure love of the 
happiness and ease of this same Clergy, proposes 
to give them six-pence in the pound of the spoil 
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w lii cl i tii B y h kd Wf ^t^ from them, and transferred 
to thp Pfotostttttf Ctfurbll. Tfak proposal of the 
gMen^imk h rei^ifc^ in Various ways— some say it 
i» ahatakaklb $ hut they add, we wiH leave theCleri- 
oal' Wwg'tO' tkd don«ikle^i!on of the Priesthood. 
Tki»f ii iHfii^tie, like maiiy othei^ comiesies, is 
ImrtliebBOflie < t^ - thoM ' wlM^ kte honored. - If the 
qiKstioB were ' doetrfne aKd' discipline, there 
WMMbfrSOifie ifeMom Ibr' deferring' to^ the Clergy; 
haiihis^qnestio^n is altogether andpnritiialized and 
eaiihly.^^(Thoagii' aeoordiog: to Homer, Jupiter 
^dnw bfffoldkn links t^li the g;ods io him.) Itbb 
fi!d^[>eMtMin> : w«s tiioiley-^takiilg, money-^;iving, 
which has nothing Christian or Apostolic, or pri* 
mitive, connected with it, unless Christ^s driv- 
iagt tiie maney ehutigers iroin the temple mtcf cany 
Bome retaiote aliklsion to. the project. However^ 
lest any Catholic should ahsti^n from giving an 
jOfMhiieii^thiiot^h sJ^ted respect- for the Church, 
tlie R«r« Mn Murphy^ at the new Catholic As« 
fiOciation,r hn frtod them from - that difficulty. — 
{Ih JfeF*. JPm#, BeoenAer l.>— To be silent, and to 
jpequite stienoe on this occasipii, are piuis of the 
4iPeaflliery moA stupidity that have characteriised 
thhk after4iiiie. If the ^ hynien witt not declare 
their sentiineiitfi, they impose on their C3ei^ 
the whole responsibility, and they will oblige 
them ta bear up,< singly and unassisted, against 
the attempt made on their evedit with the people^ 
and on ihdlr own independence. 

This Pension Bill is not intended for the ease 
and honor of the Catholic Clergy, except as the 
oil of rhodium is mixed with arsenic by rat 
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oatoheni. I»^it <^n(;emMe thai tico or f hvee haii- 
dteii IhousftBd pounds shonid be granted in affee- 
tidtl t6 the Irish Pribstkeod, by the Protestant 
Government of Bngiand P Observe t the pensions 
m thfs arraiigenieiil lir'ef^ to He imposed on them ; 
the eondKtii^n itas ^kc^iis/ fHie d^ect is then 

4^ofifessed$4iAtV^y^^ft'^'A^^»^^i^ distinction!^, 
the Pension Bill was not to precede, but to IbUoitr 
the Emancipation Bill. Aye, there is mnch dif- 
tbi^^ bi^t«lree>l "kpa^S ante et ^dfOfilefosU And 
fioraoe iiiys tliattliMs^ itrho labour Iot wages paid, 
labMHT irksomdy t ^AtheWiiigwasto be convert- 
ed into a tail. This i^a preposterous, but a pretty 
fancy, tbVa^^r a btfbe innoxious ; but tlue me- 
rit (^ the iii^riilon beldtfgs to a UramaiUts ^^^ ^ 
above ft ceiltuiy old. H^re, said Feigard, ai^ 
twenity liitfuisd^erest^^biit 'wont this,^' said th^ 
moralizing ilC|*^» G4pB4y^ ^look like a bribe P^-^ 
^^ That is as you shall take it ; "if yon receive the 
money bei^M^e bland it ^11 be A>j;rie^, a bribe ; but 
iir yon take it afterwards, it will be only ia gra- 
tificatibn.^ The pension prQ]lbsed was a bribe — a 
bribe fitim a Protei^nt Govern fiient to a Ciatho- 
lie Clergy, and these CTIergy Irishmien. It vm» 
originally suggested' by Mr; Cfroker, and highly 
approved of byiliord Gai^ereagh, wiio Lord Wel- 
led^, by-4he-bye, said was a sincere friend of 
Ireland^ ^ Is a bribe, proposed as such, and 
must Operate -most perniciously. tWaterdrops 
perforater stones' by repetition, but in this cade 
the drops we miiltiplied iAto showers, and each 
drop ' iH spedilcally aggravated with an iniu- 
sion of poniderous gold. Do I speak of things 
new and ^xiraordittary, or of that which every 
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, jman^does verifyf da% and luNirljr^ of the. effect of 
moneyy and of money-woithf even iiTTeniote e:q>e<> 
tancies, on all; mankind ? He that does not know 
the effect of money in the hands of power — ^he who 
does not see its pn^antoperationy is not only ^xpnit 
bUnd^ hnif like Lanncj^ot^s doting f^th^^ Gobb^ 
hiffh gravel blind |< he wants both reasoa and 
sense. 

• 

The influence of reodiving* moneys eretl g^ranted '/ 
forlifc) isjdecisive* Judges :are not snljecttothe 
caprices of royalty for their places^ their sakuries 
are fixed and permanent ; yet^ who kifows one 
Judge who hf» not a bias towards theprerogatiTe ? 
NotL Clergymen of the establishment are not 
liable to be removed for Uberal opinions^ and yet^ 
out of the thouscmds who minister before the altar, 
who of them sides with God^s people against 
man^s prerogative ? Why should the * Catholic 
Clei^ be considered free f|^m that aptitude, 
with which all men are inflicted ? According to 
Mr. O^Connell, the principal Catholic Cletgy are 
ex^mely prone to sacrifice in high places. — 
He says, ^1 know mnph and intimately the 
the opinioqs of the. most influential of the Ca- 
tholic Clergy in Ireland ; if they have a politi- 
cal fault, it is a leaning to the Government, and 
avrish to identify themselves with the Govern- 
ment, and it is perhaps right, I should add, that 
there is no class of men more strongly inclined 
that way, than the leading men of that very Col- 
lege of the Jesuits, very clever men and highly 
cultiytdedJ^-^Bvidence — Commons^ /p* 121. I do 
not say so, and I hope not, but sure I am, their 
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leaning* to Qovenmaai h grtetlj exceeAs#f||ft 
othen. Tbe cottdoct of the Prelates in Z40iid6v5 
Was exemplaiy-^never were men placed in so* 
trying a sitnatiiHi ^as ihe CatfaoUc Prelates; flte 
Pension Bill wa» decided on fiefwe they reached 
the d^ital ; then they conld oidy be consnlte^l' 
on the detail ; thns^ thek disgrace was to be^ iism 
creased by making their admission appear general 
sgnd voluntary* In their imdence tticfy were be- 
set by enemies, and friends worse thai^ enemies, 
and various conflicting interests; yet, ifi this new 
and untried and most atdnous sitnai^on, they 
acquitted themselves with such sagaciiy, that it 
nffords a triunqiliant oontrant to the eindoct of 
our lay patriots. On the sfdgect of pensioning tlie 
energy, they acted with ability equal to 4he dif- 
ficulty ci tile task; and be it remembere^y that 
all flie Pfielates who were questioned en iliat 
prant expressed tliV9r wish and hope that they 
might be admitted to eigoy the voluntary dona* 
tiims of the people, instead of being obliged to 
accept of pensions firom the treasury. Dr. Doyle 
published also this opinion in his Letters ; he Jhas 
renewed the same opinion, as appears by the 
Rev. Mr* KinseUa's letter to Mr. O'Connell. I 
beUeve this is the general sentiment, though pro- 
bably some doubt, and some have no doubts, for 
there are eager appetites in all professions ; but no 
one luis had the hardihood publicly to avow his 
^mmti M/erafamuy while many have denounced the 
impositian, and principally the Catholic Clergy 
of the diocese of Clogher^ who came to the fol- 
lowing lesofaition v^fMAer 24, 18SS.— The Eight 
Bev.Ifr* Kbrnan in the chair— That the Provision 
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Winjg was ealeiflHM t^: def^tan^ il^ jinfluewie^ «f 

mniiiOl dep^ndf^nM wfai^ wwjio vitally neoesswy 
should stitisistL between tlmM. Sioee tbat meetiligf^ 
this Bishop has ddeliti^ M^ m^iimmitl^mUk wfil 
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The iojury to ih(» Chifeotto Prii^tlmkd mMdfegr 
this wing foe th1]li|p]j^d1ll dfc idvtBMcfliimty fetojo^ 
nen The eeclesiastii»dipfoiBii»^ fa0roi|Ne9t!Ml 

in a former fdblicattwlt jrhUo.tiie^^wolihl laere&fe. 
the revemke of jiofoe di^jkvHamlr^ mA f^^jBopvs 
Priests in poor. paHekhes^.wolM redniEae theiire^* 
noes of the .^gprdat b64|[ of ihe/ CatfuHlQ CSLel*gf^i» 
Such would foe the direct .titj^erAtiAn. ^ llie^ Ask- 
sion BiSi; thia^woi|id .obWioii^VexatiMii^iif i(.^t 
a sehismv amoag* H/m Gkis^ JSunomixtB^ ^aMLtfte 
evils would increte04 The piro^Ie ^mmki tgrtnAyi^ 
dissatisfied f ^ they hr^ ttetthfr soplMbftB m>tiB^ 
timentalii^s, they \^oiM iM@ranl!the.€lei^gy^ ^^^cmST 
paid by the GUyvmamrieuti^ a0 an anddatfifd Cftyercft 
EstcAlishmeiii. iTMenih&jf i^ipiASk tiecimiaaa.tfe* 
miss in payiug- 4ues;a^ Prciestattts are fnipayinj^ 
tithes V and the .Catholic Clei^ have . na iDonrts 
to enforce their pri^enete* . Th^ ivMuULifaiekM^ 
ing; be met with -menaces^ tod d^^fiaiitee .vi|b;vio» 
lenee. The conolmion woold be icsiiqaiitoisu .The 

people would beliadi^r^niiii th^^ aM^ttdalioe^ aD4 
many wMiId feH tiff. ..,Moi!tti eeijM&fi^ /«&.ilm 
would relax ^ ^nthis ^onfid^joffie ^ PasAomnnL 

their e4>ng%*0g»tfa|is--ntmitefl4 ^oh^diaiity .wd*M 
c!etoe. Thnsy In et^ Vie<<iS the Pdnaion rBSi 
wtfuld defiftroy %fae j^^i^iffy «if Prieptaa^ Pfe^^fAe* 
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tomimmity ot ieeliAg m^n^i^tstfivfi MihsL:f^^ 
^ik (paying the Cki^) t^^rtailily iroald -faaveihat 
feiideiocy) and a* ug»eful ieskdinoy. for- the poepoaes 

lUBi be mm junn^^fiMidr .tii» iiiflri&|](ce. t^ < vergr; Jdvr^ 
people^ as they necessarily are, ;ivteiii Ml.tfaielt 
relations are in the lowest state of society.^* — JBrt- 
daiei^ Cbufmoii^, ^135. jify fodit^ Sat llle ¥e- 
vefM & I should i'tttfaer hare 4h^ PmiefttlMiod iMxt^ 
eaced by. loitt? tii^.by h%b jpad|da; tta pM^r 

and I wish most devoutly, thai ibe. paojgfe. aii4t 
Clergy may continue one and the same* No 
fddmlhkH for na^ imt «^ boops bfesUih''. I M^h 
i!b»l thie people, .s|ioiild .be tbeici <a«d.. tiiey^ 
ifacpeofrfte, fior^I fodSmietiiait^libwtj^ililMte 
tiiough in a.dormlmt a^tfe,*«faell sttH rehire kf 
the iflHited seai of F]3ieBts.li»d,people{ Mudi oouf* 
sidei* peinsionii^ tbem i» be laifraud ndt ^nly oa 
tiieir cailiiig*, ibetr *re^eaoes, and 4}faeir iodks, but* 
a treason lo these hopes triiich .«l«ie miA^e ^exist- 
ente in ilreiand indiier^wt oe to be <endin*€^« 

As this sheet was passing', through the Press, 
Mirw O^ColmolPs Iietter ion the Oierical Wing was 
piAiisiiedv In tt he startes,^ ^^ Secondly, .Isbiwid 
be §nu^ aoeiised M the gu^ of presnaiptioii, if 
I flieiigbi tbait it' were necessary lor me to ^^nH^ 
cate to the Irish pe<^e, the canduct^ with re» 
speet to €his 'measbire, of the thuee Catholic 
Arefabish<^, and of the CathoHc iEKsheps who 
ittt^nded in Ijc^dpn ; or ^tbe aGi|i«lescenoe <tf ^e 
otber Catholic Ar€ivb4shoj|)s and jKsbapa who its 
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mained in Ireland*^ Tlite is the promineDt pro* 
position in a letter^ whieh abounds in love and 
honor for the Catholic Prelates. The commvN 
nity reprohate this Wing, and the advocate for 
the Prelates insists that they were not disiueUned^ 
hat the contrary^ to this most^npopalar measure. 
This is dtrange* 

*^ Thirdly^^ he saysy << it was the general dis* 
position to leave this ecclesiastical matter aito-' 
gether to the Catholic Prelatesy without any at-^ 
tempty on the part of the laity^ to interfore with 
it in any manner* 

^^ Fourthly-^It was the ex]wes8ed. and imani* 
mous determination of the Deputation in Limdon, 
to submit the matter entirely to the jpdgment dT 
the Bishops.^ Hqw^ I ask, does all this differ 
in spirit from JMr. O^ConnelPs speech at Saint 
Audeon's Chapel^ as reported erronwuaty by four 
different Reporters ? Mr* O^Connell hasy how- 
ever) multiplied the victims he defends^ by ex* 
tending his charge, from two to all the Prelates 
in London and in Ireland* 

Mr. O^Connell says, ^^ It was estimated in the 
House of Commons, by the supporters of this 
measure, that from two hundred and fifty to three 
hundred thousand pounds per annum would be 
sufficient for these purposes.^ That is for pen* 
sioningthe Bishops, and giving two hundred a 
year to each Parish Priest, and seventy-five to 
each Curate. He ^dds, ^^ I am convinced that 
such estimate was ipuch under-rated ; though I 
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cannot blame others for being midteJien in Ihe 
amount) because^ I acknowledge) that for one^ 
f, did myself, foi^ too low an estifnate* iBut that 
error mast necessarily brave been oorrected in the 
proiTTess of the Bill into a law.*! What they ^- 
timated I do 9Qt knpwr^bdt the proposiiidn of- 
fered to th.^S|«ii9e: by Jiordli. Gow^r, Was for 
231^0001; the estimate then was less than the trothf 
and the actual proj>08ition less than the estimate* 
This shows how anxious Mr* CTConnell and the 
supporters of the measure were to provide hand- 
somely for the Glei^9 and how lilLcly it was that 
their proposition of 281^0001^ in its course through 
the House^ should be advanced to SOO^OOO/* a year^ 
which sum would be necessary now to carry this 
wing into operation, accor<Hng to Mr* O'ConnelL 
Mr. O'Gonnell insists, of course, that this wing 
can never be reproduced in Ireland* 

In this letter Mr* OVonnell says nothing of 
ihe golden Unky or of the Priests becotaiing offi' 
cers of Government i on the contrary, he says it 
would not have increased or extended the pow&r or 
patronage of the Crown* 

Again, he says, the 200iL a year to each Priest, 
(though avowedly the quota to each Priest of the 
sum proposed to Parliament would not have given 
above half that amount) was to be granted to 
them for their ease and comfort, that is, the perso- 
nal accommodation of the Priesthood : yet, by a 
mere turn of his pen, these pensions were, in a 
considerable' degree, to be distributed in charity, 
and to extend education among their people* 
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Tbni thift psblle 'claiihs ott Che Cltvgy woiild liav« 
been mcFeeisea or created 'by these paltry' peii> 
sioBs. I oidl them paltny,' iitiH I efliowed} when 
tliis pr^MisteroiiB bribery (scheme Was eoiktem^ 
plated, how'lnadeqtiatel^ die wh«di '^sain, tiytf^ 
JlMribiiied by the Statie'prMBionf tr<H^o(Hnpe»> 
sate the CHergytw tJhe eiBfc4am4tt(i» wfaibll the ar> 
teiigetxkk^ wonfd *«bl^ '^ihcrm'td 'i^Mnqa^sV: 
ihn ITr. O'^olinelPtletter i^rtfie^ ^abd thfe Is' the 
only jperi of it that deserve attend on. ' In other 
respeetb thl«r"Iett^ id tte Weakest effort' I have 
«eeh ^ Mr, O^dtmetHnahUlty. Ih geneirety Bk 
Taeitos seddof th^ com|M(i8illoii8'6f k loan of hil^ 
^me^^lbis vmU&gn^ iT ndt eloqnebt, bear th^ 
charaotei^ ^ eoffamande ^hfe here is wahtihg*^ 
and his professional airtifioe, 'which unmerclfiiUry 
obtrudes CMI ^ll oeeasidns, is here at once extreme 
and feeble. This ^hole letter is most irre^lfia* 
most feeble and false ;* it is as a spent ball, which 
k turned iustde by'every impediment, tiD, b&Ving 
tumbled to and froV enfeebled by every roll, it 
stops rocking' on itself, at th)s lowest poini of th6 
s^rftice of tJie^^ound. 



We come now to the other wing, the disfran- 
chisement of tii^ forty-sHilling freeholdefs. The 
origin of tSis bill is a little older than is gene- 
rally imagined. When honest George Canning 

* This extends to UJ/Mjing i^cts. In tbig letter Mr. 0'G6nii«ll^ tnJkintff ^^ 
• the Provision for the ClexSYf »«ys> " Each Parisb JPriest, at the least, £200 
per annom.—and each Curate; at flie least, £75 per annum." Now, at the 
ieaai shoukUm at the most The aiT%nge»ient wis^-l^aridi Prieati, V^t 
Clats, one-tenth of the whole Priesthood^ £200 per annum ; Second Class, 
four-tenths of the whole Priesthood, £120 per annum ^ the Third, and Ifurg^est 
Class, were to have £60 p^ Annum. ' . . 
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visiied the l|arqii0is WcAtettfey ki ibe preoeilii^ 
miinnier, the extimolioa of the Cktholie AsBoeia* 
Horn was 4^id^ Amoiig' Mrw flanning^a ^paldMi 
sayingfs, he lannj^^d the siais^ tile fbHy^iiihil- 
ling- freeholder!^ of Ireland) and it was. oonaiisi- 
en^ witK the adv<y)«te of!thie17ii|Q% winch ievcept 
off the ParlianiQiit^ to extenniaate. tha aoiiatitii- 
ency of Ireland. Thk wa^ to finidi. what Oaatle- 
reagh had begun* 



Well : i^man^patipn was to be gr^tedy for 
Assoeifi^tion was puituig down* Then, aathis was 
so taking with the Ivish pQlitician% th^ Clerical 
Pension Bill was to be added; and thc«, as the 
Paddies in London were in so conciUatiag a tem- 
per, the Disfranehiseinent Bill was thrown into 
the bargam, in oii}^ to: ensure Eknancipatibn. 
To this there conld he no ol^eHeiion, for, though 
nine-ttenths of the fteeholders woald be disliran- 
ehised by it, it must have a fine moral effect, and 
reduee perjury andcrinie;' and so would universal 
death leave the world in its original iniioeence* 

For all political measures, there are two rea- 
sons-^^e • true and theTalse | the true are of a 
domestic disposition, said seldom leave home; 
but the feise are ahvays abroad. It appears from 
Mn O'ConuQlPs stat^^m^nt, thai the soggestiw 
of the 'Change in ,the eledtave Irfl^chise (not the 
disfranohisement, aa that is an awkwafd tevm,) 
bad been suggested iforsonieiimcl by members of 
Parliament, 'oatmeeted ^Uh Hub Gqvemm^t; they 
thought the eleciim fnanchijae In coimties, but net 
in cities, should b0nai^&on^'4ifis»to^^ 4^^ iur ^)0 



The GoyernmeBt aenib^^ were quite shocked 
with the immoralities practiced at oounty eleo- 
tions^ in whi^ luirror.Mr#.0'C!oiiDeU'joiapd| by 
Umng of the qiiaiitity of perpry and crime fom- 
mitted ix^^oountieey lamenUngf e^ihe «ame timie^ 
the extra€M;diMiry in^oeiice of great landed pro- 
prieion over the fi>rt7*«hilling freeholders. If 
these were not the . pretences^ but the reasons^ 
borong^hs and cities shonLd be t)ie fimt brok0n up 
by Mr. O'Gopnell and these GrOTemment gen- 
tlemen ; for^ with few exc^Mtions^ tbey aie either 
eloscy one or two individaals having' the property 
of the represieotationy or they are so eomipt that 
they are aptly designated rotten. If the evil be 
the preponderating inflaence of individuals, is not 
that influence .unqualified in close boroughs? — 
Mark the contrast of abarougb and a county in this 
respect. We are told of the overwhelming 
power of the Marquis <tf Waterford^ in Waterford ; 
but still it does not resemble at all the dominion 
in a close borough in any of its consequences. — 
The Marquis of Waterford is now courting his 
own freeholders; he has subscribed X200 to a 
Catholic Chapel^ while his brother^ the Primate, 
and patron of the dose borougli of Armagh, dis- 
r^;ards all persons and. interests; he increased 
his rental, while other landlords reduced theirs ; 
he upholds tolls in Armagh, and he pertinaciously, 
and without qualification, opposes the establish- 
ment of a Mechanics' Institute in that city. 
So much for the superior independence of bo- 
roughs, while^ if honesty and truth were objects 
with the Governmettt members, rotten boroughs 
would be instantly extinguished ; but rotten bo- 



roug-hs are notrto be toneliedy now or hereafter : 
noy though Mribery and perjurjr multiply on 
each other In/tiieni^ to the eurse of the electprei, 
an JSffe wastj^ and mift of aU'ifae eandidates. This 
lettcarof Mr.O^oimell k the maniftM»to against 
the right of the many^ and he is the herald. 

Mr. O^GonndB says this measare will he moral ; 
il; will senre the lease-holder; it w91 relieTe the 
people. And thus, that very m^usure, whieh 
was obtained by the ablest men, and by fighting* from 
parallel to padaflely is to be abandoned, as injuri- 
ous to the best interests of the oommvnity. f^ But 
then,^ adds Mr. O^Gonneil, ^ as to the diange in 
the elective franchise, that is a matter o{ serious 
consideration, and must be weighed wdUi brfore 
it is adopted#^--^X^Ier, March 16^— And how was 
this serious iHmsideratum esdhibited P it was still 
worse than on the CSerical Wing; the Bill was 
read a first time, the 22d of April ; it was then pro- 
posed by the Bill to disfranchise the forty*shil- 
Hng Ireeholders, after the espiration of their pre- 
sent registries x this was aiFlerwards enlarged, by 
granting to all who were registered before the 
passing of the Act, a right to re*^r^;ister during 
the continuance of their leasee and this was 
granted, observe, not in justice to the. forty-shil- 
ling freeholders, whose rig^t to vote was a part 
of the value of the lease, but expressly, accprd- 
ing to Mr. Littleton, in hopes that this exten- 
sion would reconciie same to the measurey who had 
premousfy declared themsehes its opponents. — 
Well, the Bill was read; but the oat)i, which the 
Bin required the voter to take^ as specified in the 
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soheAdet vnm mI in tlk» ho4$ of IIm Act«' nw* 
WW k «t(«died to it; Migrf mirej tkis Bill of 
sa riem caH$AcUrmii9m wm prOposedi «tad in |nM»- 
gresB, mtlioiit one «f ite AiBMb la &e ^^ oottMrtive 
wifldoftt'' ha^ng iaqiiMd uMho tti^ iratilberpf 
those wiiotn ifae^ wera<^mig^ iediifipfUitlhl^e.; emd 
they would have prooeeded if Sir Robert Wilscn 
had not attoved ilwt a rafattra ahcMdd hb wade of 
the fnefaolden lof Irelalid^ whioh mterw wee not 
aiadeto the lioos&^iiiil 4i» iHJi of Ainy, Atadlsr 
three weeks afteT'the tatriodM^ft i^tli» Dfetfraai- 
ehiseiiieait BilL aifais, htaide the tatter odbttaipt 
irhioh it proobanw 4o«iMda the litaty««hf Hit^ free- 
hoIde»9 is a Tolitete lb ihvw* of tke.radiMl reform 
of Panlianeitt* Alter ibe frftllite of the$e teea^ 
eares^ setae ImftflMa^ iJbr aWakiag;* 'from their 
half yeer'd eleep, .deienniliedifc^ ptw^sA the're9ii»- 
citatHm of the BisAriaolaselaeBt BOL The pa- 
rishioiaexB af )St« ^tonie^'^ parish ftnet to c^astder 
this ymng aad its .fett^^% Mr. O'GeaiieH ivaK iu 
waitiag-9 and aiaea^ aiher aktiiaordtnafey diiiiigfs 
and sayiags at Hta» iiieet{*g> he stated thait 4he 
measure was aot SiDuffirmmeh^^^ent^ bat aa £a- 
yi^oad^Mmi^af fiitt. Then,iaiiiM# fs jilw^ thov^h 
the inter<^baagiB waiAld tiot adtanoe tDaihetUatif^ 
calreaalts. 

Here <is. another tnaible la this bresJik-neck 
course^ lor Mr. O'GoaneH oelisideia this ateaftune 
essentiatiy giDod ia ebel^ and Wofth|^ of adeptioii 
on its owfi Merits 9 yet it js In Mi^ O^CoaaellV 
second leiMer te ihe iSathaljies )at KrfMth^ that he 
assumes a tone and hsoglmge ihsi. startle fnea 
who are as free as faei; if h^ rejblikes the pariv 



slM04ei9» of «Stt« A^d^ii^st BmSh^ fior thok ^ra^ 
suittpi^op in 4dQ^iiQthg' ^^iheWinf^ l^U^iaA^ 
the iiOirf;h.Gatl|^o&9 v€o;r tiip^cMne 9ibU ^ wb^Ms 
SiiUiagjQfftfnm^ib^ Ij^g^i lord r the Itngiutge H 
4hi»/htM^A9i0iVola sio jjvk^oi^ at^ he waemmm 
tlifturtmpiMbiiip.fpi Vm m^% it mlwi be AtSm^^ iA>^ 
biMiii;whii4p4la«ivi(<r|Lii4 gtfi0rhi4lter4*«(heiN^iiwir 
he is i%htfitlo<)h|liiift»t #f jttHiir f 0fNyet ^eiwek'*: 
IflsAittien) ;f0a hftT9.prai*fd till fiP^isefs iN^ei^ty 
tillitis tiaUsBoiiti; you. bervto^ iiij|iH9fl the man io" 
3i^ir «ttmeBtaifl^ «4dsfti0iirt .h^ as sMioh: 

yoBrt as'hui. , Sim^! ^iJtowiag' a^aMsih .(^aimi't 
la^Qs would: nyivpe atayr .fm^t e^en/ the imsiast* 
the mo^t ^TiKienlt, ^$d<i»e aidBt resefrvedt it fe* 
this vUdb oeinq)|«i «»iibiea% and makes theBi as- 
piM ie TQi^93A$ kk fe|MaUtii^ ; it m^mm$^9. the tRay- 
wardaeas ^ aid 9eg^ and ao i^omipts ia&mey 
aod imiti^eaee^ that dbSdr^a Stma fet blessing* 
becHame a cwse^; afe ^e ^^ejled boy exhibits hiw* 
sell^ > while he exposes ibe ^ause^ ^^ Eieody -mothery ^ 
aU the parish says yea have fi^ilediue, and so 
yon may take the fruits on't^^' 

Iti the steottd letter of Mr« 0'€6tiiiell to the 
Catheifos of Iionth^ be begins, by notieing their 
' resolutioDs with sheer contempt axid grating as** 
pecity; he reprores them for passing a rote 
rq»iehenditig ^^ the Wings,'^ and another* Tote 
thaQkifig* faim who had assented to ^< the Wingf^'' 
This is^ indeed^ a oootradietion in your proceed- 
ings; therefore^ when the Wings are repre- 
hended^ as they will and must be, throughout Ire- 
land, the resolvers being* taught by this reproof of 
Mr. O'Connelly must ouut the burthen of his 
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praise. Mr. OHDonnell also considers the reso- 
hitioiis QB/nmiasticj for havibg* praised Mr. IPIod- 
keity wkom he calk the great advocate of ^ the 
Wings.'^ Here ag^ain he is right, aftd let them 
and others learn at lerat to be consistent w&en 
they iMolre again ; however they were not singtH 
lar* 0OW c^ken has Mr. CGoonell piwsed Mr» 
Pkmkett, who promoted the Assoeiation Bill? 
And Mr. OM^onnell lately, in speaking of Mr. 
Vesey Fit^gercdd, said ^^ he could not in hb con- 
science befiiei^ any man' to he a friend to the Ga- 
tiiolics, who Toted ag^nst the Catholic Asso- 
ciation.^--l>« M. Post j December 6j 182S.— Mr* 
(yCSonneU proceeds s ^ that is not all, yon, Ca- 
tholics of the County of liouth, we^e y^^arselves 
silewtj and therefore manifestly acquiescent^ while 
the Wings were in actual progress ibrongh the 
HoQse of Commons } and now, long after they 
have been rejected and passed away, you take 
the vain trouUe <^ condemning them ; yonr con- 
demnation, too, is not profipective, talce noiice^r-^ 
it refers merely to the past»^ 



is rather short measure to brother Catho- 
lic patriots, and running the statute of limita- 
tions tomewhat beyond the spirit of the act. To 
condemn a measure attempted to have been passed, 
is not very remote from condemning its passing 
prospectively. What does Mr. O'Connell mean 
by jpossed away-? Is it, as I suppose, another ex- 
pression for dead and buried^ i^hich has been fre- 
quently nsed by the lovers of temperance and 
union ? And yet Mr. O^ConneU did, on the 2iid 
of November, state at the Association, ^^ that 
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the{^ loeaspws mi^ht, and he #iot^l|iwmili^ be 
broug-hi on again in Parliament, partieidarly ths^ 
relative to tiie freeholders i^ and that they will 
be ; re^produced j[ have fireqilently repeated, for 
though i^a^^.^nd^^ and buried^ they will rise^ 
like B€mqM^'!$ juinrdered ghost, and /^ push us 
from, our stoqjs;^ 

Mr* O^Coimell charges the Catln^lics of Iioufb, 
in the last paragraph from his letter just, quoted, 
with being silent, and therefore numifestly ac» 
quiescmty when the Wings were actually in pro- 
gress through the ^oQse• Acqui^oenH! a new word 
suits an unexampled situation. They were silent, / 
and they now obtain just retribution for their ta- 
citurnity, as tbey are taunted by that very indi- 
vidual who invoked them to silence. Their qf- 
. fence was their submitting their judgment to his 
artifice and his dictation; yet it seems extraOr^ 
dinary, if not cruel, in Mr. CFGonnell, to turn 
their silence, resulting in a great measnre frojAi 
his promises, against them. Mr. O'Connell soli- 
cited, on the 7th and the 16th of March, the ab- 
solute silence of all on ^^the Wings ;^ ha said 
they need be in no hurry, that there would be 
ample time for discussion. — ^Mr. O^Connell did 
afterwards, on March 31st, write, <^ It is my in- 
. tention to lay before them the state of the Catho-. 
lie Question#^ . I intend, for this purpose, to pub- 
lish two or three letters on that subject during 
the ensuing week,^ &c. On the Sih of April, 
Mr. O^Connell gave his account of the Emanci- 
: pation Bill, but nothing transpired respecting the 
^ Wings ; but^he added, that it was his inteniian^ 
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M fi^Hmp»' two letters m»e^ io ^iioe H^ JkU^$i tfK 
Ji^rmiMcHi: I ca^f an the. two udHtioMiit measutes 
of u j^tikum fw iKe Cfatk(^cCkr^ikndofthe 
tdteratUm m the eleotihe franchise^ ^ - Nqw this 
|mmi06^ made oh the Sth ApriV HTM bpi partly 
felfflled on tile $A id[ Hai^eiaobepj ihM being- the 
date of Mr. O'Connell's second l©tt©T to the Ca- 
tholics of Loath^ iif which letter he defers any 
<ohswTation <m' the cither Wiiig9*W)iti^9^^ will 
.begfin with the Freeh(^ ^ix^t loft^ingf the Bo^ 
-desiasttcal Wing for a later and' more solemn 
oonsideratiom^ The Catholics did wait, and 
wait as they were ordered, and if they bad 
, waited for tiie fuUeU information^ th^y migbt 
• have waited till dbbm's-day.; bat the Catbolids of 
Ltoiith at last acted tor themselyes, on their own 
information : thus shewing* that their oflence was 
a transient depression, and not, as in others, a 
confirmed al^ctniesg, which must enslave them 
forever, as they are incapable of exereisiilg the 
liberty which they enjoy# 

In the next paragraph the lireeholders of Louth 
are rebuked vrith having Mr. Joeelyn and Mr. 
Ledie Foster, their' representatives ; and Mr. 
O'Connell con^dm that tliese Gentlemen, beings 
retnrned fi>rl40uth, is a proof of th^ aristocridieal 
evils of the system of forty-shilling freeholders. 
In thi^ the great landholders do not ^agree with 
;li|m; and even Mr. L. Foster, who knoVrs as 
/much of the interests of his family in lionth as 
Mr. OY^onnell, is so little ioifVaid of iitipairlrig the 
strength of the aristocracy, by dlsfranebisibg the 
, forty-shilling freeholders,, that though ho admits 
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•the Bill ■** \frotfl^ rfaV6 the effect of doing away 
aibdat Hino-tckiihB of ih'e' v6i6i^y (Debate m iHe 
'Housi of Cbmfhd^} h6 dc^clares it doc^s not go 
far enough. C^ongidldring' thaf Mr. Foster and 
)SHit. Jocelyhy btld'd^>i'ett5^ iai*ge "body of similar 
politicians, swelfed th0 tAaptiiy tot disfranchis- 
ing ttid fott^r-shilliilg freeh6ldel*s, and tberefore 
iidcia^riWi'Mrl ]|^lunk6tt aM Mr. O'Connell, it is 
Vathcfr iniattifi6ial to *find liini rfiiil at the adverse 
parfffj whidi hie^l^ys'^^ (^on^ists* hot only of some 
yitridi^ "diiSt redrRot pttfiirts in Ireland^ and in all 
''^^' Aififi^ekbiiSi Mt^d of the (fen^bus and en- 
lu/htened friends of civil and religious* Uhetty^ Sir 
Thomas Lethbridyej <$^e. What a happy cqmbi" 
'hatian; the' Einm^tsi iSunip&ons^^and Mac Nevins 
tf Vtiw York^ ptayikf^hecond Jiddte to the Peels^ 
'£6J^ 'Red-hdt patriate of Ireland ! Aye, said 
Sir Anthony AbidRit^i ^* Can't you be cool like 
^e r The Bkimets, 'S^tn{)sons, and' Miac Nevins ! 
1' know Vfilli^nf SHinpton well, and I believe him 
to love Ireland sincerely. The other two Gen- 
tlemen I never saw, but they possessed talents, 
spirit, and eonsilkteney'; and while they were 
thus Induced in Mr. O^CbunelPs reckless cen- 
sure, they had, in* their fervent zeal for their 
botintry, transmitted from tlie Iknd of refuge a 
glorious tel^timoliy of their ever-enduring anxiety 
for Ireland. It iisr trde^ thq friends of the forty- 
'shiliing fre6hpldet%r had strange associates. ^^ Mi- 
sery acquaint* a thaxi with strange bed-fdlows.*' 
The Lethbr^ges and ESdonsdid- oppose, the Dis- 
firtochsseitient BtUv n^ from any love of right, 
9r liberality, or justice, but as the tori\cs oppoised 
the Septennial Bill. 

H 
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, Mr« O'CohmU asMtts, that ^ ihk Wii^ 'Kjfm 
H^Bill to reffulak the Ibrty-diiniagp free|ioldar«{ it 
was a Qitt to enlai^e the right of wfl[V»g^» ^^ 
to increaae the aumber of independents Toteis*''— 
To reffulate is a word of the cYallf to >^ reg'alate^ 
often means to impose a 4laty tor. tax^ apd ofieja a 
severer restriction t thns^ Sir* Pitt reffjulated j^nh^ 
lie lectures | said I hare myself seen a worthy 
magfistratoy or sotne such ftumiliar of QoTemmantf 
the assessor 4ii a public lecturer. — ^ To regqluta^^ 
means aiso to sii^resst ihnsy in Chpoles the Se- 
oond^stimei Coffee-bonaes were regub$tedf^ that 
is^ shatnp* 



reffulaiiiiff hUi^ which was to enlai^ the 
rig^ht of snffirago^ and increase the nnmber of 
voters, Mr. O^Gonnell did, however, admit, ^f dis- 
firanchised one class of fortyrshiUing^ freeholders, 
•but it estaUidbed in its place two othejr .classes, 
much more valuable and independent of cpi^ 
troL** 



We shall see how 9f f* O^Connell makes good 
this assertion. In the second letter to the Catho- 
lies. of Louth he says, ^^ You will reeqllect that 
no non-resident can now vote, unless, he has a 
freehold of £20 a-year for one or more, lives. 
Now the Freehold Wingf reduced this qualifica- 
tion to £10 a-year ; it therefore let in, by a single 
enactment, every man having now, or henceforth 

* Rosier Norfh held, that aelliiiir coffee might be rnnocent, Wh^ persons 
did not BKsenoLble to discourse on matters of state, b$ a luenss ** to diaeoi|lciit 
the people." Thus, the Goremmen) of Charles the Second was as fond of 
unanimit]^ and silence as the leaders^ irhen the Wings were to be dis- 
fussed* 
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B^iquirliig^ a ll^eheW ineome foi hh ^vm or ano- 
i!ier IfiTe pt'JttO a year,** Ac. Thfe^ ir not a right 
tiew'of'tti^ bill; t t)oii9&ider that evefry one p<n- 
dessfaig' a freehold tofi bin own of another life, of 
ten ponnds^^nnd nn^er twMty pcrai^dB, must h6 
eflbctilally a resident. The. bill states, ^^ And be 
it fair^her enacted,, that fipom und after the com^ 
mentclittent . of this act, every pevson registering 
tf %heelboIJl in any eonnty at large in Ireland, un- 
der* the' annual value of tWiJnty pounds, dcxived 
tfndeV and l^ vfrtoe ei a leas^ made jfor a less 
l^lin than ¥or lives renewdUb £mp ever^ shall take 
ibe following oath upon the occaiMon of his regis- 
teriiDig the same, instead of the oath now by law 
required* to foe taken upon sboh poeauons.'' TLe 
dalhfcdlttws, of which the following are the ma- 
terial parfes . .: ! V 
' '^ I, 'A.'fi*, do swear, that I am aireehalder of 
the county of, Ac. tod thai I have a freehold 
thereiii, i9ii4sing AroiQ a' house (tor, from houses, 
lands, Ap.) of the clear yearly value of ten 
pounds at the lee^t, above all charges, Ac. ; that 
I am in the actual ocenpatioB thereof^ by re- 
siding thereon, (ofy by tilling, or hy grazing, or 
by both tilling and grazingi as the ease may he^ 
to the amount of at least ten pounds yearly value 
thereof^ and that the saM fireehold is not set, or 
agreed to be set^ io the person or persons who 
executed the said deed,* Act 

We mny therefore dismiss this whole class^ so 
Valuable and u^defendent of QoniroL These airy 
nothings to whom Mr. O^Connell, in dearth of 
fiicts, in a fine fireniEy, gave a local habitation and 
a ndme i as every holder of a freehold, for his 
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i should /wjr IWr, Q^C;p9pjptt'ji J^/r(<ii(^^f, 
Jiqdetem4na»\e Hf^t^v • |. .«.;... .> ..„i-.,'0'i 

<• ' • • I J i 'r'**> ♦.Ail J'-^' ,;»«^ '♦'r>W**i H 

of aaatioa vi^i^d,^Bigi^fp)fipty0Y%fi^^ 

wm| joope woije, %p. qp%, ^^ .9^Ppi|^l .^fj^ 

Wing : /^ Ur^. ^t ft»sl|fl^. l^K^^o^^M 

have ji r^ht to vote withoat beiag ti^,/jtif)^if^ ^ 
occppy a fri^^.'^ ^^r phfff^^^f^^ jtotn fpie 
thpu^ind, ,n^ .^JHf l^y^p^f., Apd. J^eiffa I ^^Hfi 

^ai«d with n9»^^!}^9f^^ JR. tljjsio^to^^ 

thoUcs in jU?«l% H »» Ws >P^ Jpf % H^fit 
Sfardr, ^flW?MH "«*^P?^M»P4p»atii^|^i^qfl^^ 
^hich the foKtjTf hiWwg f^hfil^ex^,^f» t«„t|»e 
gfTCjat propii?%p oyei: ^r^^ei^ i^ifM^,f»»d 
honesty of tljfi,p9npi^,;4g. I^r-ip ti^kfmi^edt( 

in return. To make ja BMr|^]t,^Ip»|:!B m^i ^. 1?.W> 
chaseiJ? and aepejrsb iyl^if?J» jn»pljp8,.p»pn)?y,p|?/ane 

side. an4 <5P«»IB0f?l*ii?»^?> t|»k« ^M»«irf % If PW. lf*e»^% 
in IreJflJi^, are t||e 4|ipi^arj^ q^.ifld>i^tP9»S.I»e»»: 
aWe an4 wi|l|»g <^.Bf«^»se.Afi9f ./W<iJ^-#l»»W»?g: 
Irepliolds? 4n4 ogfti%„,jf^eirp.^ ,4|i<j8p,^^/ce- 



i^fl^miibf ipi^Y <<NVfr ,V^<0!idfilrMp|HBN9o' imnA Ifiih 4kMm 

day^ and be pnrchased tgt ifl^y «iil999t Ibjr .UnMi 
kers in every County Coort hoose* — ^By the 
rqffxj^. i#<*^ Haiifp ^ C^mnKiOA ot^iikfiAte- 
hj^ld/^rfofl^ JpP^ndt. it «pp(^w* tM in -fiMNrtofin 

Ct^MMViwr^proi^c^ infeMi <ii44 i|i five otiim oelHin 

tifiiii.tlm fetqiian§r (9flkf&r om* 4tot^ toAitigrffii^ 

ficQm^^ir.pfWiaity or nonxctdgtMnieN -h^mffimk 

^Q.l»xg^.mmimr Jiippiiwiiflyi >ii^'W^*>fdtfcifty 

tlvrqaty-Mreff ) C^av^^ .C«rkf Ppw*^ hflWnm^ 

t|^|0| fffHI^ Gfr]p^ ^VfQ^ wbil^ til* fofiy^baiiiigf 
lojpsj^olfjt ^ ffwbpldBlw atifiroiwlit *y the retvmf 

c^Uf^f : I njefer tli^ reader to tbe Appendii^lbi^ttiQ 
4^)6^1 011 th^i p9rtiQ«Iar^ : Sa^f^Mef faoiMv^r^ 
thfsre wej^inaiiy siiicilltf^o simply and indftte^-i 
mimll»j|e l^asi^bcd^ iq bo.e^dt wbo mantUhely 
woiil^ purchase tii^m ? N^t p^mons liiritig^ temote 
from^ the Qonnty 9 but e^t^ally "Within iiap^^ or 
jp the tiery n^igUbourhood of th^ thing purqhasedt 
i^qich, ra|efi cHHijd not be <if pnUic notoriety ; «ihey 
would neeessarily be confined to the vieinagei and 
it is just iM likely that th($ ptiR^hasing' neighbour 
shopld fa^ a landlord' and freeholder already^ aa 
that he shonld be neitlwn Thus, thenr^ these two 
valuable and {nde|)endeht bodies of freeholders^ 
which tiie Creehold wing was to bring into being, 
are in one case not one, and in the other few 
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fai^leed, fli« i^asoi. Uli^iied for th«»e eager thou: 
flatt#B 6f non-fMideiiti ib ohMn a frt^hoM is^^not 
a retam tm their purehwe mnef^ hik tlUi i^a^ oif 
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*'We»ow aidhriinee< to' aii(i<4Eiet j^cMfioin dfAtr;; 
irebMwm Ha >aa^^ riisfti^ tiie lif^^dM t^adfi 
flfldl i tta to ten poaiida WoaUToti^ncttb^ k i^tm-: 
tM'fwmm^^ wbiclr Is 4»^^ be ' donet * aiieiiirAiii'g' t^ 
bitev lif aht»ilord of a fami worth £S0 ^tttng^ 
it for £fiO* '■ H& wmr qaettioned^ ^ ¥oa 'trlafied ibat 
many perBOnler ir4i«M ho^ ^nHUiagf to mMi the W 
«riilcef who aM^the j^itMm^ Who wbMd hate tfae 
satnriiM^totiiakel^ tirny^hich 'he 'miaW^rted^ '^ tbt 
land pr^rietonf{ the cfwners of the* {be. The 
kmdlwfd ^^og^ the ' leeiMi W<HiM hate to'^niake 
the MoifftM^ if lie ooAstitaied iifrMiolder lyf 
jtea pouiidb a-yoasv Whftn^ he' itilide <^' leas^y 
he wonld get fof * bis ilBtlid about '£^ a-year/ 
if he* did not make Ihe tnatf a freeholder, .thatfe, 
a vote I be wooM get but £fO a-year^ if lie vnsbed^ 
themaa islioiild have airote, ibr the income mast 
i^one ont of the laiidiord*b rent, and therefore it 
ia a sa^ftoe.^^^JSvMmc^/ ZiOftfo, paffe 104. — 
This is fifirai^^t i» ntost strange, that these 
landlords, whom Mr. O^Connell saya, in the same 
page, obl^ flie forty^^shillitig 'fi^eholder ia pay 

*l*o exemfkUfy t|iis extravufance, Iiun obliged to aiake-tbe follQviriii|£ 
■tatement : — At the close of last Term, a Catholic Baronet, who is fre- 
qnently Chairman of Af fregnteK, stated to my friend, Bccles Cuthbert, he 
had estates in seYen dUferent frottqtiep>!yet he h^ never regtotcred hia fr«e<* 
holds. Mr. C. having expressed his surprise, propoited. to the Barone| 
ibrthwith to assisi him to have his votes registered, which could have been 
dome imnedlaitolyy witlxnU any tvoufele^ the Courts being Sien sitting.-^ 
« No/' replied the Catholic Baronet, '< I thank yoa, but I would ratlier D«f> 
it might some day put one to the trouble of a jaunt ; I'll not mind it«" 



a hmvy remt for the .immi begomd mhidk^ ,tkm 

jbndb at hAlfiralwf mordyrto makcf a iei0.^fifwr 
holden My yienr of the ooM^qveiioiMi fif imbiog 
the freehold qnalifieations to lOl^ in mob ciroom- 
siimoesy is quMe di^RNmit. - 1 baUdro Ibo. loHy* 
slaBiiig'. freefaoMs wouUi he ooAmried iwAp^ ten 
pomidfreehQldg^fayaettii^the a«meitod»ialii|pe» 
tmote to fewer iiidUiridiieky wfaaiWoqld w^^etpoi^ 
tioMoftfaem ib oabim and- §p(MrfeM to ihefNpe** 
seiitfoi^-ttlHlliii^fraoholdera. That is altwoi^d 
be deteriorated; the poom; furtynshiUittg: froei^ 
holders i;rottId be rendered nmoh poorei^ nad 
both would sink iaiio ootlijers^^iid middk*] 
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It' is said% itha&^li^'riimiig' the fireekiold qtudy^ 
ficatioAf the voters Trnidd be more iiidefieiid^it* 
More iodependentl Does any <me be K ev e lieuid- 
loids aim at the iadepemfende of their tanants P-r-^ 
AU this trumpery stuff from OofrenimeiiiMMci'- 
bers, and the landed arsitoeraeyf ptfoirM a genecal 
feelings that the forty-shifling^ freehlildiAsjire. not. 
automatons moved- by agents and' .fawliflbir^ 
More independent I this arisesi from^aidoaf that 
because m^^n ou^ht to. be more ind<^>endent they 
win be so» I have never; fiiund o^denee^ or the 
approaches to it^ incre^^se indepeiidenqe | on the 
contrary^ I have found men almost uniformly be- 
oome iuristocrats e» they beeofne richy and timo- 
rous and feeble as their hoards ac^^umulated* — 
What' I says Mr. O'Connell himself on this qnes* 
tiouy which (directly meets his own imputation^ 
f ^ Do yon think that naere persuasion would in- 
duce the tenantry of an Irish . landlord to incur 
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iOiA'fiiMUier a^ lribk>ilrer<«aiMi:ifte»y on the xMker 
hm^ ttei fNnMHM* iiy^vrhlMse totei^t ^be* lia« i^Hed^ 
UriH te^iMlMiNi ^ fof -e; g«lM MUt, ^ieh m the 
irtMciM-itaii'dtmrtbd' ittir olt bnb^ior c ka? 4iiiii of 
rMfty' AUd thwft be^it able to f^y faia rent in fiitave, 
ltiw4Ms- buiihitfi' hv0 not > dmnliiioh o^r hinu^ — 

'.V • i t 'i '' 'ft ' ' J*. » 

I hMiftkttMWitihi^poor ft'^tel)M>ld^ thiiig> : 

who of the richer cladses of freeholders would be 
8#aii^afamM9^ whteh of tfaeni woald liskfdlmg' a 
gnufofbjr Mbwiiigf tkise lbHy-«failliBg» fi^e^oUenk 
i* tlM^irHMiitJeiiipt^ef ooBaeqocuices? ](^oald Mr. 
O'CoiimUv wh<jiBm tidkad 90 frequently : of his 
saoHfioesy^ MH^vek ^aoatied ihepoonds In his fee^ 
iMSj^' tfl^ [ii» t i»U l»|fae?fclr hiflg of income dmdi^ 
on# ilMMd '^ Would tho mii or 20iL freeholders^ 
or^e^MidriMIe^itMsn) that muelD'Wofem at once 
^inik vXi^idksfMlh^?^ e^qieot devoiedness 

and^publfo^iij^iriti beyond aO eaiealation^ yonmosf 
Itookto 'tbo very* fieopfe. That the fortynshiUing' 
A!iei^holdl!M haw power^ and exercise it is note* 
rioofty itf tbe^Sdttth, Easty iWest^Nortfay and in the 
6oimty oi)Amiagh/no way radical ;. thby^ them- 
seWes^ retiiiraed a Member in . oppositibn to the 
gV€9A propffietom^ the county f the forlyHBhIlling' 
fredh<^ei«Nait$ shackled^ and'so^all wUl-be whilo 
ptbperty^remainS' in sodh tremendous masses as 
wari and spoils and confiscation^ have cast it in 



Ireland ; and tfais^will operate on a^. fireeholdafiy 
fipd mifst iiiteii^^fy. oii those of the faigfaer gprade^ 
who aq^irevto splia^eis in the f^oOf ilie excise^ 
cMiatomtht stsii^iH^^fficey. qonnty ooiiiifii^ and .to all 
those placesi within the spliere.of patronage and 
influenoe^^ suited to pen^ns apt and meager to ad- 
vance in Ijfe*. Itth^ he the le^ttTvih in tfak' 
^nt^f indfpe9d«39)§9 and'Qj^ a^widito improve 

tjbi^ coj|i8t|tnen9]r9 ,the means. are. obvions^andessj. 
Iiet thefreehol^fs Ti^te %r.haUot;.it isi as imi- 
Temal in America as umfeia^ suflQpag^: itsell^ 
and it has been a^qpfed-in^.m^ny institutions 
in England) apd in all the Mechanics^ Institutes 
in Chrefit Britc|in 9X$4 ^fe)aiid« 
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. . "fhe ahKrgf» agfinst tiie forty-s^ittfog 0rf>«- 
Jiyl^ers -i^- 8l^difl^rp{i9 and o^fftliadictQiy. Ifia 

..lw(^.ihaii»^no^l^)if^rjt, for a. I^eb.^ld ini^es 

,a< ^oefidfli^oldifg-j^. T^hen>. wlicv io .tp bride the 

.tfffiaptij .^.ihe.icapdij^te ar;Jii8 .^gspfy ,i|pp«M>4fO 

/ili^J^^prd,. |f;8Qi iMM^ p;»c^« ,iieg^t4i« tfee 

• fi|a»»Wi. flif..<Jt|e;do9»V>^ pf (j^e. >JWMord o.f?r 

W^ %y Wfi P jfeei^fipial, l«9»*ej^ prh?ij,i4hey 

.<fc»v^ JW^;. tl^a .>a, <?rfme. [n .%. IaD<U(Wf}fb «» 

. the , .first, ingt^vpe* i^qd they. sh9ald . be .f h- 

. . lais^ ;. , aii4\ .ieji^nts ahpuld . ^ , ^ecQi^ ., t^oiu 

cqmpiiijttii^ 8a<^ q^en«^, .^^ifwl ^s^ironl^ .be 

f»r^y if^pfii^ I,i;»peat,.,by:eiM^^,^Df)A^ to 

!'fitff}W )m^o^9 i^r ffo^rt^ ^.4^^jfy the »p, 

,P«?»W« <^ PI«P«^. in P«!»%^ «flWFS> wqidd be 
afl 9i^tr^Yggai^ as to ^tenvQt j^jalwtraiet, iginavi^- 

. I. • - 
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tion from m^ter; and I atio repeat,* it is 'fti 
boroughs, rotten jsind close, that t^raniiy, ancl' bri- 
bery, and perjury prevafl; that Itt eonnfies thbse 
are of rare oeeurrence* 1 testify, that in the North 
these crimes are seldom committed, andlh'.Bng- 
land, with gfreat practical experience, testifiei^ fc^r 
the South in his isensible and feeling letters* Mr. 
O^GonneO cannot objeci to his evidence, m be 
calls him ^ one of the dererest, and, I think, one 
of the worthiest men I ever knew, the present 
Catholic Bishop of Charleston, in North 
rica, the Right iKev* Dr« Bngland.^— 
before the Commons^ page 79.— But, suppose s<mie 
fortynshilllng freeholders in counties are pe^uired, 
it is not said by the worst enemies .of the people 
that they are the.majority. To disflrahohke aU on 
this account, is to disfrchiohise the many for the 
crimes of the few, who are rather the Idbdlords 
than the tenants. Suppose, also, that the forty- * 
shilling freeholders are most dependent^ aitfl that 
neither by ballot, nor by any * other means, tli^ 
can be relieved from thefr ob^encet sdj^Misettn 
this for the weidcne^ of the reasons, secure the 
defenders of the forty-shifflng freeholdei^, to 
grant all the asisumptions of theiir^nemies, what 
compensation are the freeholders to obtafn* for 
their losses ei freetioldera ? — (I do not s^ak of 
their being turned adrift, to enable landlords to 
raise out of their wreck lOA fr^ehdBls.)— > 
What compen&ration are they io receive fbr 
being sacrificed, in order that the Cathofic 
genftry should have a fetv indii^dual Chances io 
be returned to the Commons, and thkf 'CathoKc 



BacrIiim»iiho«l^ fatoive'ii bud diance io be rajbed to 
the Bench, and thkt Catholic Iiords should have 
no chance to be RepreBcntative Peers, but to have 
the glorjr.^io vote for 0iie< and are these chances to 
compensate foiiynshilling fireeholders for their 
lewes,, and they. aro not few nor important? I 
shdl qnote, without commentary, . Mn O^Con* 
nclPs evideiic^ to thcde points, . before the Com- 
mons^ on Mwchthp Isti — 

V ^f I know the jfw^:tfj ^re aniadoiis to register 
themselTQs } iliay feel the f a|ae of it. 

/ ^^.Y#u think that qnit^ the lower classes of the 
peasantiy pni a value, upon the freehold ? 

* ^ A great v«dii^; thi^y feel that it makes them 
of importance ; they must once in feven years be 
co«rtc{d^ end injthe mean tim^ be al^nded to« 

<^ln those ca^iMt djo^eiTeeholflers put any g^^ 
iraloe i^Mm Ikeiir firaiPHobise ? 

.^Mn those chHbm the friB||C||use j[s of value, for it 
gives,. where It is ubmii^Jlde term, H life; and in 
Ireland, whme laaa^M so Suable to thepeasant, 
having a^long t^nn, is always valuable* 
. >^Isth€^reflaiygreai;.a9|(iety pntthepmi^^^^o^^ 
^ienantp to have l^ave^ P . ; 
. ^ €iraat an»ety ; all the.^cpsantry ifi Ireland, I 
think, are ejdtnimelyj anxious to get a lease# 

^^SujifiOsing jtwerejMrypofied to grant those per- 
sons a Ieii|l9e for twen^tyHone ye^irs without a life, 
, would apt they he dedrous that a vote should be 
annexed 7 

. ^^ Very desirpufs^ in order to have a chance of an 
increased i^mh in addltioh to the twenty-one 
yeavAf :and very desirous of having a freehold te- 
nure. 
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*^ lioe^ihe elective frmietAietotlatku'p^ 
desire ? » 

«« It does. ; . . 

<^ You have mentioiiedv 4li«ft'llieltftfidl(mls ^ea»€ 
the freeholders? 

^< To a certain extent ttiey do%^-^ 7»4», <ySoi« 
(iime^y CommonlSm » J ' - 

^ Sach are soiAe of 4he benefits of tlle»frMh«U 
franchfee, according; to itfr^ OM^mimlly 4kaMkk 
Bisfrancfaisement BBi wo«M ^vri^rair^ftom the 
freeholders of Ulster^ #ho a«» adMi%ted>to lieiof 
a superior oitfer^ andiRiBMstoa y^iiMinn Ip that 
one province^ neaiiy ^uAl ^in iHimbpiip' 4o 4be. 
whole poptrlation of ^Sootland ; siioli «m ^Mie in* 
juries and insults^ that thiet Di$lrandhiMiii«ttNBfll 
would visit on a body of men apfroatdil^itiiDo 
huniked thousand individuals^ amidslt a pi^ula* 
tion of more than aev^n miUi#ttS <tf inea^ undjligr 
whotnf by those alid^eir ABsodotas^vdiO'Were 
elected by them ^ parliamenii« V4ns 4he power 
of the people is used to make ibem po^Mrlnsk 
Their represeiltatJvefiry tiiecreateffes of AheorffiM^ 
chise, propose to ditsfraaciiise 'the«^ and at the 
same time to ^vest theij^ of 'their^piMe^ ttttir 
comfort, flieir comKStation^ 'thfeir ' Wtal 'intardits, 
their freeholds ; and 1^ what ? for a silk <gawa 
fofr practising* banisters { lor jaCMJiaUcioiPd^ vote 
"for a Protestapt peer^ FamiMan or Momtoasliel ; 
for a Catholic gendemaii% ine^Teoilial «egatvM, 
or his supernumerary aye, m an alien Protwtent 
parliaJnent ; for these compareftiva fietiotts, lor 
these nothings, comprilred to ^^ wants of Ire- 
land, the interests,* the cnastepioe ct^be ihsi^ 
sons of the soil are to be sacrificed ; and with the 



QomMit of »Gatl|6tio Jjwds andi^' Girtbqlid^Cr^idflfi- 
loeiiy withfthe cheerful oonooiseiMe «!* att jbbo hkch 
toJstSf with :4he Aevlimeiiiai ^^oowftt. and ^ sMml 
«iqMN>liaiion «f Ms* O^oniieilly the rights 4sA 
ibtensts of ihe |»ea9aiite3r4iif Ik^ihwI w^i^iu^h^mr 
^ittfoodcrr^e^iog^ ^I'lthoBeiEeryfiiieiii ivtiOf liear^ 
ii^ihe oaUiif ihetbrawJeray ^g^ttvesvAadt^thegrlbadf 

iieiUnt. Was eivar « sndh a ^deed alteaoqpdlQd^r Qi^ 
jwiafied la Mali icireuiiiataiioes ! X jchaUei^. m^^ 
■M4I la «iiijdllit its eoiiaA^vpaiiy aad I willT^t Uia 
fote^of iheiwhale argrim^ntaii the. uPAfneness Df 
tli6 kd^a^: no teroiy. or. «MB|klioatUm i^ ti^riiia^ 
heartlessiiess^ ^selfisiuifssy ix^pcsiiitiMki^ titewheiyy 
aUog^tbeEf ^MMuiot ex^rasslhe dacp ? damaatAaa 
of this monstMas^dejed* 

I Jiaae^atillia ium\ ohsenraiiaiis to jaaike w de- 
fenoe- of ^tbe pec^>le« The GrOT^rofiaent • P^^pier in* 
pates ^ilie crime of silence ve^»eothig thss Wiagis 
to^iliefPrsiatesy la tiie Pnesthood^ aad to 'tike 
peapie* Dkis^oaraar oan'do'flieitibar.g^ood aar 
arili like same oth^r padii^y it is ia the wvrnB^ 
andshdHifall^ aevOT to ^ise sgaiii* The D%Min 
M^^MJmg Patif thoagb a patiroa of the Marqaess 
af Wattasl^^s adminiskationy and ^, ready frieod 
lOf 'Bfa» Ploahatt ia all his aecessitiesy desegpvas^ 
laMreVfH!*^ ' some abtjee* The Post^ or Mr. Cob^ 
WBjj aali not laag sinee^ ^The tiaie is approach^ 
imgf ia which it wiU be ineumbrat oa ihe Catbo^ 
Beaaf Ireland to iske a decisii^ and distinct atti«- 
tade ia r^fard to them (the Wiags).^ Why 
tiiey have taken emd preserv^d this attitade so 
difeftiactlyi that 4;fa^ have not endaagared iU^ 
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iMoii Iby «|peiiio^ tiMr novibs* The atUliide of 
tfid Cat&olicd raiemUbs the UlMtration of S|ia|c- 
qioaroV ^ Patieaoe on a mommieiit smiHog^ at 
Ctrief*'' Does Mi*. Goaway^s me^phoribal at(i« 
tade meany that "the GaihoUes shoold speak, mtl 
on the Wings? If: the people shovIdspedK ont^^ 
shduld notthe Pnssspeak out or speak in PShov^ 
it not, at leasts indulge in p, little ventriloqaiam f: 
Or^r if that sbonld he toor great .an exertion^ why. 
did not the Em PoU speak by in^plieationy and 
aSbvd the pe<^le an pppoitnnity of jai^ng of 
the Woigs, by paUishiag Dr. England^s JLettor? 
¥et it was better to sqppyes^y alto^ther, the bi- 
shop of Charleston^ letter^ than to publish^ in a 
SMitilated manner, thejspeeeh of Doctor Doyfe at 
CiuriaWf in reply to Mr«> O'ConnelL : 

Bat my gteatest. ofapeeti^n .to. Mr* Gooway is 

an atteaqii ^ ^^^^^^ ^'^ peofdein biaown.con* 
damnation* He saysy ^^ The Assoeiation may.be 
blamed, and that portion of the i Press i0 wbieh 
we belong may .be -blamed, for not actii^ evpU-* 
eitiy daring the oopjaaetnre ; bat if the Assecia^ 
tion be eolpaUe, the jpatholies of Ireland. are 
enlpable ako.^ Siqppose sot and to rob a glNise- 
berry garden, and to fire a eity, are both criminal 
acts, but in what comparative degree ? The Ca- 
tholics of Ireland are a loose, incongraowbody, 
as are the people of all ooontries;. not so the Aji^ 
sociation; it subsisted for days after the tremei^ 
dons disclosure, and it was silent; yet how innop 
cent was tbe silence of the Assoeiation, during 
its eight days lingering existenoCf to the iiilenee 
of the Press^ which daily and hourly, and for 
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many months, was elireliilg^Aiidl iat cf i oetiiig thmie 
hated measures in all diit^ethmsy yet wawiildiil 
them no more than a wand the impasiriive air. 

What .could the people do^ deserted by thNMtf 
who hitherto presumed to direct themP-^-^nd 
when ihe few* who dared to mkie their voie^ fer 
them} were hissed} hooted} persecuted} maligned; 
when even the means by which ttfeyaad their 
families subsisted} W^re menaced with -rain^; 
what could the peoplie do in the emergency} lii 
this state of abandonmentP Tliey used 'die only 
means that were open to them | they eonfmiiii^ 
among themselves} they denounced tike Wlfig£} 
as their opportunities afforded. I have henrd adl 
sorts or labourers and tradesmen coiidetiin tkMst $ 
peasants} weaverS} ^erries^ sailorS} and ^sher>- 
men firom Arklot^ atid wtierfe the f orty-^liilling 
freeholders might h^ heaM^ they mpfoliiiiled'pufo* 
lidy the iiksult oflS^red^ to thettt} as at the f^VMi 
Meeting. 'Yet here the m^iHce Cff thc^AiCtibtt io 
operated} Uiat these iiidigiiatltlbrtyHshMII^<£f^ 
holders were, whiat is techniealiy cialled^ imported 
short ; ' that is} thfetr stafeme^ts were conipriied 
in the narrovrest and least' eflfectnal comptes* 

^h6 mere people were not* liiltoi}^ nor 'Were all 
the people} Catholics and Pt'ote^ktA^ aiflfelltiM 
with abject taciturnity} as wel^eai* of ^tihe^un- 
dergrowl of poor Jack liikwlc^S} knd hi^ few and 
foolish paitizans> Wcds 1»&. Cobbett foolish? 
He hias been laborioudy' alHised till it seemed 
that Billingsgate and the Blind-Quay hbd made 
common cause with thfe PoddleV Mr.'€obbett 
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nimmnim rodytha toodoliwioii h obvioos^ ^^ Few and 

. *' B««ide« ]|miul^7— Jl>e not.Fftin 

Of what thou call'st thy slares and train ; 
' ' Few fotlW Wl^om alid tier rUle«, 
, Podlfl^jiBdeviti^ Mmr focJiu" . • 

■ • * • 

JSfif wa^ I "i^ilfivii who am one of the people, 
;aiid.who.0hf)l Aeirer gondeseend to accept any 

pmUio : Igtimyttiiftn ; of wbf^t ^seemed , tf . me 9 daa* 
getimgk interoonrae^ wrtte to. an infliyidoal in 
Londpn^ 4i«H9»;^t]^.him'that t^e Irish would nf^ver 
be takiis&edr'^ih less thaii theiF entire rigfatiw | 
e^ttbn sfHm tj^e spoke unceremoniously of a cer- 
ifiig^ $n4ividual, b%h in, authority* I addressed 
the-.Siditoirof the .W^el^ly Register^ whc^n the 
..Wingt9 were first /tfioppnc^ by the Spfieial Re^ 
fwtfir; ibei pur port . of the letter wpis to request 
lum to 4iWS the sj^nder^ that any portion 01 il^e 
Catholic flKould oonsent to dipifrcaieliise their goun- 
tryoAen* Bi[r« Sjtiiyuutqf) kindly made publie^tliis pri- 
vate appllcati0i|i« . ;I.thep wr9te^ letter, de.noune- 
ing^.the.wv988> wh]«b accidentally ney^r. appeared. 
I published a letter the 22d of Marchy another on 
;Aprilthe3^\i'^MS^^:; this I letter I cQmmui^jk^pted 
my opinipfif to .th^<^edgi.tlema|i befo^ alluded to in 
*#•*>% Winesting, hiini^f heh^ altere^. his 
;s«>kntiIne^tf on.the wipg^iy tq cwm the change, and 
to acknowledge) his .'crror^ I told him that an 
unrciierved avpisfi^ would 'prerent infinite/ rela- 
tions: aiid diffifjolties to him> ^nd I j^tated itha^t, 
ultimately^ these; measiii^ must be aban^oi^ed. 



Fiading ao ,<4iaiig« in this peimm^ oonclQi^t or 
i^inione, I was obligped to continne my ooatse^ 
and successively pablished different lettets^ April 
11) I89 269 May 23) and Jnn^ dth^ and finding . 
the same scheming^ and artifieesy and delusions^ 
with renewed jD^<|;^g^8^Qop tinned^ i have been . 
forced to respine my , appeal to my countrymen* 
In the begfinniiD^ of 1815 I wrote a pamphlet 
against the Veto; i^t^he 3Qlose of 1825 I write ^ 
another against aVeto^ agavost. pensioning the 
Catholic Clergy^ and against disifranchising Ca- 
tholics, Protestants^i an4 Dissenters. All the 
people vreroy I admit, blameable in a minor de- : 
gree; and yet I find a difficulty in eltating the 
charge in this qualified manner, for how were 
they beset and trepanned ; for in low intrigue, in 
trick, in management, in confederate operations, 
in occasional paragraphs, in innuendos, in getting 
up a timely procession or a vtriiimphal entry, in 
voting a bit of plate in one place, and shooting 
it point blank at another, our Irish patriots ex- 
cel all posture-masters, and machinists that ever 
appeared on this or any other stage. In the 
hands of such adepts what could the people do? 
First, their dear friends did carefully im-. 
press on them the danger of talking about the 
** Wings;" the Pensioning and Disfranchise- 
inent Bills were to he approached with a myste- 
rious dread, as the Furies were called Reverend 
by the astonished Pagans. 

In aid of this reverential feeling, the people ^ 
were told, in the first letter from London, ^^ We- 
shall have fiill time to delibdratp on all its (the 
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dSh) ckiurM.^ In ike fstf&Oiil ikiepBibih'^^ 

inl^hft il6t^ CMS tifdaglrt loHti* Tbe/Q fbuowea nn 
BMXMtite <yf db intetttitm to give the ^peofil^ bf 
Ittdt^nd fhe retd state df the €itA(^a Q&estUmy 
\^iStk i^d<-tiiM«d Mr; "Sftctfi ^ httimaficrti 6f ati 
lAtentfcm^ A^A, in a Ibn^Ch teECer, the Mine 
ptcrspifct waiir offered of a lldl ^pXattafHotty tiiifdk 
ended iii greatefperplcfxffy thaii Jos^k fhafcu^ 
ekplanaf ion of ibre fe^ftdSp md fiM ixeeimnt of fire 
screen i^oc^ne. Aft tbt^ i^se idf eti06 wad ht^dUte^^ 
hdi more iirtensely {ban try Harty thnsdj^sy when 
he i^hnf the poris prepayatory to hier Caifamaran 
e'^tpeJiri^ni to ^afefiif or by the ptedeat £Sai{tef Or 
ffHticiis of Aastrlsiy who, fojr bis politteal oate- 
dhifiMiy reqtrirefl wSetioe in iim&^ot war, heeaiAse, 
hesayts^^peopleteiiBtbeig^noraiitofeteiite Ottr 
itieaifera, iB^lmiadffi^ ahoT^ ihe Aastrfau despot, 
reqdrik^d sileireer mr nrotorioiid faets ia tfanes of 
peaee« 

1*0 eofififra ta t4^ t a rii fty, the tenders pamdedthe 
&9 peers i^bpeateiSy oti the dcetie, atid fliefr ad^ 
vfee of ilrttmess, temperanec, aad tr^ion, (thoagli 
union Is rather lan inrauspicfods temi,) \^ai9 ex- 
panded into Itarge leiij^h^—Ccf^tkian Capitah ! 
If Mme traeasin€»s w«te e^ressed On the iPen*- 
sloAhrg; and Disfranelrisettient BiHs, the Iieadeti^ 
erfed they were gtme— dead and btfrted— passed 
away. Were any still iinportanate^ atrd ntter ittleir 
opinions, by one it was declared they should be 
put ijSm^, vAkihr another c^Ynonred (fru$h it.— 
Tbas, bidMeff ftcnock down, and then jnmt^ <m their 
wtagontsti Thm adnce foir deelsive ptaceedto^ 
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wi» alw^ ^^^od vfiihout effect. Thezi the peo|4e 
Vere direeiied to petition for ^a^quaUfied emm^ 
f0SHaph Bkii it ia no^ to lie foig;otten^ tjbfit ]||r. 
Q'CSpiuiell 4^ed9 in that letter in which (le a^- 
T99%tqd the W|n^ the mfipsqve^ ^t^fualifie4 enim- 
^ipt^UH^ Thin was aJUfoJnelTectiiaL Then Mf. 
^eU^^ siKv^ral iimef^ 19 November^ q^dyised, that 
^9 ^iHQja^iqn qf the; Wjngs should be ppst|>oned 
till they w^re actual^ broi^ht miq !Pgrliaii|c^. 
Th«6 Mf* Shejl ends as. BIr« 0^nnel| beg^t 
c^tid thflir iHiiijqiict practices res^mbl^ th^ e^hlp- 
IV^<2^ ?f lT(?»tHt« tftil to It? »op^^^ 



It was prudent U^ advise the people io prepare 
tiielr weak rei»«twic^ when ih» Mmfedevate 
£mtQt» werearped and in action* ^brelf^ nei^r 
ma^f^ mch laadff% spoe ibe bap^i iHreaf^-ttook 
9if0wi of << FoUoir the Iieader?^ ^m aments^l* 
-Thfsiiriiaitf owiQotJ^t^tlieadidkseofl^^ |iIo,4t 
Mk ^JBk weak devici^ of the etnemj:*^ 



Dia ^hewt IieadeiS| vflia aw ihfe^f^p^d 
Imring their Clergy jpensioned an^ their peo^e 
dicGennchiied^ pr^misof when ihfi hiUs are ^naci- 
iiigy to call meetiqgi^ ^ci assist in ^aope^iimg^i^ 
j^^ffKifm? No| pir. O'Connell 4u4d|,44 & h$i 
^ai^wflleetiiig'^ ^lanmeadjt if it^^WPftiOiis 
«^«M b^ broiight ^aorwaid ^;aju|, p^gf | wfl) 4o 
it^su^w^ hgr ]tl)6 j«tr<mias| reaoiuti|^ that ^««^ lie 
loima^t to if^er our petition fyjqm 4he' Winga^^ 
But Mill hi? wrlti^jk§fs and 4|^e^hM jastify tl|e 
Wiiwi 4>^ their ii^triinciio meritfik ^i» sti^c)m««its 
inUMw4^f thai tho^g^^h the Win8;s ^liff^tip ^w- 
j^m^Pm^ the mk ^J J*W14 h9 ?i|»»c«i*Ml 
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as independeut measures. * Besides, wlien the 
condemnation of these measures was proposecl hy 
Mr. 0*6orman, at this Carlow Meeting, the 
question was evaded, by remitfing^ a judgment on 
them to the consideration of the particular coun- 
ties* This is not unlike the craft of a Newgate 
Attorney, to aereen an old offender from judg- 
meiat and execution; this is at once contemp- 
tible and portentous-^— contemptible to have the 
affairs of a great and suffering nation submitted 
to pettyfogging and manoeuvring— ^portentous, 
as it must, if successful, end in the absolute de* 
gradation of the Irish peoplCf 



> ^<*-> 



The object of Mr. O^Connell Is, as far as words 
Indicate intentions, thatr'Hh^ DiSfraiicKilement 
Bill should be received in Parliament hy ItseV, 
though it and its fellow Were Introduced' last Ses- 
sion, to facilitate the psOssdj^ of the tCi^lief Bill, 
which every one^ without eXcepHoh, ar^ satisfied 
had a contrary effect i so much for Mr. Plunkett^s 
capacity, their matchless origiiiatdr. MnCConnell 

' has repeately declared their pernicious tefidency 
fdr the purposes for which fhey were ofetensibly 
brought forward. Thus, they wfere hot to be 
condemned, according to Mr. O^Connell, though 
their connexion with the' Relief "Bill should be 
dej^recated ; they are, therefbre, ib be treated With 
reserve, lest any liberty with them might injure 
their future reception in Parliameiit. Catholics, 
irishmen, by submitting to such practices, you 
assist is^ swindling yourselves, tfyon have any 
favor for them, add daring to injustice, and' state 

i-^e f»i0ty th^t those knowing the dopaing catdk- 
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trbphc,^ and who have outlived the lTilidn,Trat 
who have not strength to bear a repetition of the 
sfcbeky may prepare to bid everlasting adieu to 
tlieir condemned country. 

But it is obvious^ that almost all^ except here 
and there a few gatherings of trjained confederates^ 
are hostfle to the' Pensioning and Disfranchise- 
ment Bills. Then why are not the people re- 
lieved from this double-headed incubus ? Oh I to 
pirevent dissension and disunion: and are the C/a^ 
thofics united? The. utniost distraction pre- 
vails among them^ and the cause is an attempt^ by 
insincerity and procrastination^ to prevent the 
indignation of the country from beiiig recorded 
against the oconmoln treason^— against th0 Cleigy 
%nd people. ' 

- How can reprobating the wings promote dissen- 
sioii ? Who are the dissentients ? I have not 
heard any one since the dissolution of Parliament 
speak in favor of them^ except Mr. 0'Gonne& 
and the Patriot Newspciper : all have condemned 
them who have expressed an opinion on the subject. 
Then^ whose dissension is feared P Are yon, or 
any of you, afraid, that Mr. O'Connell wili^ singly 
cause disunion ? Suppose he should^ in his re- 
sentment, secede, can CjButholic affairs be moro^des- 
perate than they are now, mainly in consequence 
of their mismanagement during andsipce the last 
Session of Parliament 7 t had surely no ob|.ection 
to Mr. OX];onnell; our acquaintance amounted only 
to mteeting about three times in very public places ; 
yet I concurred with many of his views, and I 
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wmr^ uttwly opposed to bis parsaktsj^ and p^prtiaii* 
\ffrfy to his aitev^t togire to the Ei^H<Ji Goremr 
jneiit an implied anthority^ by tbe sileaee of Ifftsbp 
meoy to rout the forty-shilling freeholders oat of 
tb^ land of their Iathei:s9 ajnd to dvnw the Civtbo- 
]ioOeig7i|bj tbeimelTes»and tbeirri^Ialives^wltbw 
the Tortex of Court earvopUow* Wor«tO^(!onqel]l 
ifii^fd with v^Of wer^ b^ my oldest .mid de»fmA 
jGirieodf when be eontiwied to ndvoc^^ wA uear 
fQipBs figaliist peppie and Piiofdboodii I ehpi^d 
•ayrcyiofoldyiiiTttfacfiMM^at^ibiiij ipd IdofHyr 

£4^B«e l« I|iia> r^na^ fi«^ y<inr U rfflimtw M PjT 
ahnkff off thai vloofirb vbutb the hlnwiitighinftrait <tf 
Chwai JSritsfii iayoled ymtf quit n^n tba Jfifoat^ 

from which Dr. England formerly wi^bdr^W Jf%fl^ 
in pnre selfishness do it ; think not^ be not so mad 

^io tbinibif that yoii oaq remi tboipaowpl iMing^^ 
Jiong siaef 9 ofte of lew tact might bavo aoen bf tbp 
aiarti of passionf (aa guats of aamJk^ atonig tbe 
«i^;iit^tf ide iknote the fnayed e^tn^tn witbiaO 
tbe oopcimotio^ of the piddie mind f aiid tjbfre ave 
wany direct notii^^ of alterations in tbe piddio ofi- 
nioi}^ ^, fm ihp ballo^ting for a Cloinauttae ^ 
twenty^«w<yp».w&re onfyai^xib-^]tf}?«I(»9^abaik 
Jbead^dy^u. 

Whether my adyice be taken pr ^ot^ and I OWP 
it 18 rather a forlorn hope., yo^, my eountqmeilf 
bav§ no pretence to incur,, by yow sileaqe^ 00 tba 
pensioning and IMrfr^npbisi^^g BiVM% a i^fjtitipn 

of the ebwges against yonrselves and ano^storf ^ 
pwpwatoiiF to pa^^ing tbo Apt of ynioni that 



yno Were sliifitty yoci W6re pirottraea jfimsiudipMtuii* 
Whdt ticiir tfotfses sileikcel^ A tisipoiifi^ Abtirtrf 
d^dioniotiy whi^ii the miUttfus sCM ftt <me side, M&4 
Hit. O^Coiiif^ 'and the ootifedelratd triiliir dn {Are 
d^r. A feat* of distmiotil 1%6tig:h tlidiEf&iiic^ft^ 
mste&j ^d ft dtead of their revfvd^ hsr^d 6i%itrate4 
and eottthmodthe vftiiatfce fcnd ^fracifOti athoflg' 
m : yoU Mb called, idy cotintfjmleii, 't<» f^btCf 
asffti- a^ ytftt hove powar, ilr^ frlsh to tiMt! 
rftat^ of cottAd^me* atad cordi^ty, which ihe!)r 
cfijc^ed wheti they gougM MJirtaticipatfciii before 
PrelatM were to fiie bribed, Or (h^ 'peof^e didlhiiipB 
ohii^. W^ yo«r increase ot^ di^traci^tt or 
sectare oarpeaiee^ Wffi you be silent^ ordedare 
yoar opiaicfa ? 



jSee, my cotmtryhiea, hdwdadfyyio^ h^t'e ftfteu 

abroad^ you have t^ad the sebtliiieYiti^ df the li^h 
in AMerida, and believe me, thenr dfi^eOilf^e te 
much morfe|>6ig:nant than their Wridfagsv attdydu 
have a notice from Glasg'Ow t6 the sata e eflfeet.-— 
Ldok to fingland and het perfodieal Presdw Why; 
your former friends are ranged with your enemies. 
Look to your own domestic atfsdni — the CTa^diie 
Rent. Mr. O'Connell, ia his letter dfJtme £d, to 
the Cfatholies of Ireland, said, ^ I \rilt, myself, 
collect a netv Catholic Iterit.^ This sinedare wa* 
conferred on Mr. Dwyer the latter eftd af Novem- 
ber, when ittras stated there were noYuadsto aflbrd 
education to the people. Observed, dlisd^ the '^kilia- 
mentaiy aspect of Cathblle atfairs* Mr. CTCoa- 
iieU said On the 29th> ^<that several df thelur 
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(lieiidB advised them not to agitate the qiie8tiop> 
the ensuing Session in the Hoose of Commons^ 
hnt meirely in the House of Lords^ as that agita- 
tion would endanger the seats of several of their 
friends.^ . And Mn O^ConneU said^. November, 
23^ ^^ there were iaKrays hopes of the.Lords till the 
lasttime*^ Such is the state of Irish affairs^ at 
home pind abroad^ and mainly by the treacherous, 
and unholy measures^ the Pensioning and Dis» 
franchising' Bills. My countrymeny you have 
fj^UeUy and you are falling ; your moral character 
is impeached, for some of you, most unnaiuraUy, 
while they petijtioned for their rights^ offered, 
in part payment, to. sacrifice the rights of their 
countrymen. A cause so connected cannot sue- 
Cjped — ^the soul of man revolts at it — all the chja- 
rities of life protest against it* And will you,, 
who debate, and associate, and meet in commit- 
tees, and resolve, not protest also against this ini- 
quity ? If you do not, you cannot be emanci- 
pated ; the eiijoyment of liberty is lieyond your 
functions, for you now endure, wilfully, an unen« 
forced subraiission, a thousand times more abject 
than, any exclusion Government inflicts on you. ' 

If you persist in this base reserve, as infatua- 
tion precedes perdition, you will be the most 
wretched of the human race — tyranny from Eng- 
land, general distrust, and continued enmity at 
home ; unpitied and condemned throughout the 
world. You will become, by silently sacrificing 
your poor countrymen, who offered up themselves 
and their pittance for you, as the Jews after the 
#read sacrifice, a mocking and a scorn, and abve-: 
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word among thte natiotis df the wA. Then te 
time-servers no longer; hasten, for the occasion 
presses; everyday is counted against your credit 
and against your countrymen. These ruinous mea-f 
Bures will be again proposed to Parliament ; that is 
certain,' because they are destructive of Ireiahd's 
hope, and one of them will be re-intrbduced this 
coming Session, unless the universal voice be raised 
against it. The friends of this hated measure are 
powerful. All who dread, or who pretend^ to dreads' 
Popery and Priests, favor them ; the old Vetoista 
favour them, they welcome their re-appearance as 
a long absent friend. The £nglish Catholics, tho^e 
at least who hold the leading strings of their country^ 
men, favour them, for by them the English CathoUci 
would lose nothing, and gain much, while the frisb 
would lose much and gain little, and the less the 
better, in their apprehension, for while the £ngi> 
lish Catholics sympathise with the Irish Catholics^ 
in respect of their religion, they are averse to them 
in respect of their country. Beside these favourers 
of these Bills, all borough-mongers favour them, and 
directly the Disfranchisement Bill, as it would, by 
such a contraction of the constituency, give credit 
to the confined representation of boroughs. The 
great landed proprietors favour it, for the forty-shiU 
ling freeholders have become very unmanageable to 
the lords of the soil. In aid of all these orders and 
interests favourable to the Disfranchisement Bill, all 
the Ministers — all connected with Government, not- 
withstanding the coquetry of some*— all the aristo- 
cracy-— all who aspire to prerogative honors, and 
who regard the people as their natural enemies^ 
favour the disfranchisement of the Irish ; it will 
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prostrate Ireland, and it will become a precedent tar 
iubjugating Great Britain* Every thing conspires^ 
to induce a belief, that this Bill will be speedily re- 
introduced into Parliament. By Mr. Plunkett^s 
letter to Mr. Maguire, it would seem that he, him-^ 
f eli^ intends to propose it to the Legislature, as he 
says, in that letter^ November 28, referring to the 
Wings, which the Catholics of Feimanagh distinctly 
disapproved, *• They (the Catholics) have, done me 
the justice to know, that I prefer their interests to 
their wishes, and that my object is not to use, but 
to serve them/* Oh, most sagacious of the race of 
Adam !— great advocate of the Wings, *• the cause 
of all our woe ;" — you advocated the pensioning of 
the^ Catholic Clergy, and the disfranchising nine- 
tenths of the electors of Ireland, for the interests, 
though against, the wishes of the people. This is 
unmatchable in Ministerial efirontery: and you 
will treat the Catholics, not to usCy but to serve theni^ 
most disinterested man ! No doubt, Mr. Plunkett 
will serve the Catholics as he served that party with 
which he was so long associated. But then, my 
countrymen, you cannot expect he will serve you 
better than he served the Whigs. And how did he 
serve them? If you believe he will serve you 
better than he did serve the Whigs, his political 
Protestant associates for thirty years, you may believe 
anything; you may believe you are emancipated ; 
youmaybelieve that Ireland enjoys a refortced re- 
sident Parliament, which is Ireland's want, and 
which embraces all her wants ; you may believe 
Uny thing, and every thing that amuses you, fot 



jva hftve ibaotute nuwterr *^** 7^^ vtU and /otir 
belief. 

My countrymen, listen no longer to such ini> 
pertinencies and outrage— act with respect to the 
Pensioning and Disfranchisement Bills, as you did- 
in L81J, whrn Clergy and Laity denounced tha 
Veto. 
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APPENDIX, 



HtlSH FREEHOLDERS, 



ABtrim 

^Armagfa^ 

Carlow. 

Cavan 

Clare. 

Cork. 

Down 

•Dnblin 

*Fernanagli... 

•Kerry 

fKildare 

fKilkeniiy .. 

fKingr'a 

fLeitrim 

fLimerick .« . 

Londonderry. • 

liongfbnl 

Louth 

f Mayo 

tMeath 

•Oaeen*! 

tftoaoommon . 

fTlpperary . • • 

fTyron© 

fWaterford .. 

fWestmeath . . 

tWexfopd .. 

fWlckkiw .. 



A. 



I 



B« 



6,(M 

6,802 

8,073 

7,104 

12,968 

14,900 

13,274 

2,147 

4,166 

^,^37 

761 

589 

377 

A,050 

10,793 

4,213 

1,765 

19,087 
1,080 
4,483 
S,685 
6,180 
8,779 
8,119 
8,275 
8,067 
1,086 



163,221 



8 

6 

67 

57 

50 



7 
1,341 



127 



1,661 



a 


D. 

1 


S. 


127 


389 


6,578 


145 


129 


7,D76 


160 


313 


3,548 


218 


486 


7,814 


^27 


605 


13,96r 


793 


2,106 


15,86S 


147 


644 


14,11« 


591 


600 


3,338 


128 


173 


4,468 


438 


741 


6,119 


103 


370 


1,234 


63 


520 


1,178 


48 


819 


1,244 


113 


45 


6,108 


774 


1,219 


11,766 


83 


354 


4,66? 


125 


292 


3,528 


— 


— 


2,998 


157 


318 


20,468 


61 


663 


i,80i 


225 


762 


5,470 


199 


441 


B,9Sf 


662 


6,002 


12,744 


155 


108 


9,048 


114 


333 


8,568 


131 


441 


2,84f 


452 


580 


9,288 


59 


257 
19,710 


1,408 


6,494 


191,1168 



Tbe aboTe table is formed from No. 312 of the Parliamentary Papen.. 
Colnmn A contains the 40s. Leasehold Freeholders — B. the 40s. Freeholder* 
possessing Estates in Sfae— C. Ihe £20 Freeholders— D. the Freeholders «f 
£50 and upwards — and E. the totals of the fonr preceding columns. In the 
Counties marked*, it is uncertain whether there are any 40s. Freehoidem in 
fee ; and in the columns marked t, it is certain that there are none. ThQ 
County of Fermanagh is estimated at only half tbe number registered, be* 
cause the Officer states that there are not more than half that can now role^ 
many being,dead, and many twice registered. It seems very doubtful whe« 
ther the numbers 1,341, in column B., for the County of Longford, and 
6,002, in column D., for tbe County of Tipperary, are correct. They am 
both, probably, much beyond the truth. 

To She 163,821, are to be added the proportion of, probably, 2,5008m' 
Louth. The 40s. Freieholders of Galway and Sligo, not enumerated, amoonl 
to 81,522, which were not returned when the list was presented to Parliament; 
and the 40s. Freeholders of Donegal, of which I have seen no return, f 
should observe, many of the Freeholders arc doubly regi&tered, but many am 
not registered, and many more are Freeholders in effect, though tlie Landlords 
mm not enabled to make thstm leases* 
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